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Abstract

The objective of this study was to evaluate the effect of diet containing reed fodder (Phragmatis australis) in form
of complete feed block on growth and performance of Baluchi lambs. Thirty male lambs with an average age of 5 to 6
months and 28+2.9 kg of weight were fed with complete diets based on 30% forage and 70% concentrate. The
experimental diets included 1) Total mixed ration containing alfalfa hay and wheat straw (Control), 2) Total mixed
ration containing reed fodder (Mixed), and 3) Complete feed block containing reed fodder (Block). Experiment was
conducted in a completely randomized design with 3 treatments and 10 replications. Compared with mixed diet, block
diet increased the daily weight gain, feed intake, nutrient digestibility, rumen ammonia nitrogen, rumen volatile fatty
acids and rumen protozoa population (P<0.05). There was no significant difference between control and block diets in
terms of recent traits. Rumen pH were within the normal range for this type of livestock. Lambs fed block diet
exhibited a higher rate of eating, ruminating and chewing compared with lambs fed mixed diet. The results of this
experiment confirmed that it can be used with block feed technology and through replacing alfalfa hay and wheat straw
with reed fodder while feeding livestock at a lower cost in areas with potential for growth of different levels of reed
fodder, it helped to improve the economies of the people living in these areas and the total livestock production in the
country.
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