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Semantic analysis of the word “Wahab” in the Qur’an
with the aim of discovering the meaning, function and
educational approach of the adjective “Wahhab”

The holy Quran, In its semantic revolution, by
changing the organization of old words, gave them
a new life and opened a new world of meaning to
man. The concept of God’s educational relationship
with man was a part of that world of meaning that changed due
to the revolution of the relationship of words. This change in the
structure of “Divine attributes” is observable; therefore, it will
be worthwhile to investigate the implications and educational
processes of the relationship between God and man. This
research has focused on the application of the constructive
semantic analysis and library method, to analyze the semantic
components of the attribute “Wahhab” in the Quranic usage; To
take a step to achieve understanding of the concept of “God’s
gift” in the Islamic education system. Investigations show that
the root “Wahab” in opposition to the root “Ajr” is in the axis of
Syntagmatic with words such as “Rabb”, “Rahmat”, “Ladonka”,
“Al-Nafela” and in the axis of Paradigmatic with words such as:”
Fazl”,”Mann”,”Ata” are in the same semantic field. The result of
the analysis of the mentioned semantic field is that its descriptive
construction, (Wahhab), in its semantic evolution, implies a
kind benefactor who unconditionally grants extraordinary and
unreachable possessions. Therefore, its educational function,
alongside other components of the semantic field of “Divine
bestowal,” is thus explainable: Unconditional enrichment gives
the audience a sense of worth and provides the basis for the
realization of individuality and flourishing. For this reason, it
will be closer to the approach of humanism in education.
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