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Abstract

Jalaloddin Davani who has written many books, treatises, and letters, is one of the great
scholars of the Shiraz school of thought during the Timurid period. Considering
his influential attitude in the dynamics and excellence of Persian mystical literature, it is
important to know about his Persian works which often include mysticism, philosophy, and
theology. Obviously, before judging his opinions and beliefs, one should investigate the
authenticity of his works. Therefore, the present research aims at the critical codicology of
Persian works attributed to Davani to determine their authenticity. Reviewing the catalogue
of manuscripts in the libraries shows that, in most catalogues, there are many mistakes in the
title of Davani's Persian works. These bibliographic mistakes have been repeated in the
works of many subsequent authors. To write the paper First, based on the Union Catalogue
of Iran Manuscripts (Fankha), the titles of all Persian works attributed to Davani were
identified. Then, using his Persian manuscripts and other sources, the authenticity of his
Persian works in the catalogue of manuscripts was examined. In this study, through the
comparative investigation of Davani's Persian manuscripts in Iran, some of our codicological
and bibliographic information about Davani's Persian works have been corrected, especially
the title and number of his authentic and non-authentic works. The result of the current
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critical codicology showed that Davani has written at least twenty original Persian works. In
addition, according to the entries of Davani's Persian works in Fankha, at least nine non-
original Persian works have been attributed to him. Thus, at least nine entries of Davani's
Persian works in /ran seem incorrect.

Keywords: Critical Codicology; Bibliography of Persian Works; Jalaloddin Davani; Union
Catalogue of Iran Manuscripts (Fankha); Mystical Literature; Textual Criticism.

Introduction

Jalaloddin Mohammad bin Sadoddin Asad Seddiqi Davani Kazeruni Shirazi is “the
biggest and the most famous sage at the end of the Timurid period” (Safa, 1987, p. 4/99) and
“the most well-known scholar of the 9" century A H" (Nafisi, 1965, p. 1/265). He was born
in 830 AH in Davan of Kazerun. His father, who was a disciple of Mohaqqeq Sharif and was
a judge, taught him the basics of Maqul (Intellectual Knowledge) and Manqul (Religious
Knowledge) and sent him to Beygom School in Kazerun. After a while, the young Jalaloddin
went to Shiraz for excellent educational studies under the supervision of famous scholars of
that time. In a short time, Jalaloddin had such a great performance and became so popular
that his works were criticized in his own time. Many of Davani's scholarly problems and his
new thoughts have been interpreted in the books of subsequent scholars.

Jalaloddin Davani highly admired other scholars, read their works carefully, and tried
hard to solve the intricacies of their books by writing explanations on them. He exchanged
letters with other contemporary scholars and discuss with them. Also, others have mentioned
him with respect because of his mastery over Knowledge of that time and the importance of
his opinions and beliefs. Moreover, they have written interpretations of his works and have
examined and criticized his thoughts. Although the life time of Davani was one of the most
chaotic situations in the history of Iran, he should be considered one of the most active
Iranian Muslim scholars, in a way that “he is the last person among the great people of this
country who had all the knowledge of his time” (Nafisi, 1965, p. 1/265).

His works written in the fields of Arithmetic, Geometry, Astronomy, Logic, Philosophy,
Theology, Mysticism, Ethics, Usul (Principles), Figh (Jurisprudence), Hadith, Interpretation
of the Quran, Jeft (the science of letters), etc, shows his mastery over Maqul and Manqul of
that time. Although most of his works are in Arabic, he also has exquisite works in Persian,
especially about Mysticism and Sufism. Considering his influential attitudes in the dynamics
and excellence of Persian mystical literature, knowing about his Persian works is undoubtedly
essential.

Materials and Methods

Reviewing the catalogue of manuscripts in the libraries shows that, in most catalogues,
there are many mistakes in the title of Davani's Persian works. These bibliographic mistakes
have been repeated in the works of many subsequent authors. In this study, first, based on
the Union Catalogue of Iran Manuscripts (Fankha), the titles of all Persian works attributed
to Davani have been identified. Then, using his Persian manuscripts and other sources, the
authenticity of his Persian works in the catalogue of manuscripts was comparatively

examined.
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Research Findings

The result of the current critical codicology showed that Davani wrote at least twenty
original Persian works. His original Persian works are as follows:

1) Adliye (Justice),

2) Aruz-e manzum (Prosody of the Poem),

3) Arz-e lashkar (March of Corps),

4) Divan-e mazalem (Ministry of Justice),

5) Emtena al-hokm ala al-mana al-harfi (Impossibility to Judge about Prepositions),

6) Hesab (calculation),

7) Jabr va ekhtiyar (Determinism and Authority),

8) Komeyliye (Komeyliye),

9) Lavame al-Eshraq fi Makarem al-Akhlag (Rays of the Sunrise in Virtues of Ethics),

10) Monshaat (Letters),

11) Nameha (Letters),

12) Seyhe va seda (Cry and Echo),

13) Sharh-e beyt-e "dush didam ke malaek dar-e meykhan-e zadand (Interpretation of
the Verse: "Last Night I Saw the Angels Knocking on the Tavern Door"),

14) Sharh-e beyt-e "pir-e ma goft: khata bar qalam-e son naraft” (Interpretation of the
Verse: "Said our Pir: On the Creator’s Pen, Passed no Error"),

15) Sharh-e qazal-e Hafez: "dar hame deyr-e mogan nist cho man sheydayi"
(Interpretation of Hafez's sonnet: "In All this Temple of the Magi no One is as Wild as Me"),

16) Sharh-e beyti az Golshan-e Raz:"be asl-e khish bengar, nik bengar” (Interpretation
of a verse from Secret Garden: "Look at Your Originality, Look Carefully"),

17) Sharh-e beyti az Golshan-e Raz: "tafakkor raftan az batel su-ye haq" (Interpretation
of a verse from Secret Garden: "Thought is to Go from Void to the Right"),

18) Sharh-e robaiyat dar esbat-e vahdat-e vojud (Interpretation of Quatrains in Verifying
the Unity of Existence),

19) Tohfe-ye rowhani (Divine Souvenir), and

20) Tahliliye (Unity Phrase).

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

According to the entries of Davani's Persian works in the Union Catalogue of Iran
Manuscripts (Fankha), at least nine non-original Persian works have been attributed to him.
Thus, at least nine entries of Davani's Persian works in Fankha are incorrect. His non-
original Persian works are as follows:

1) Ayan-e sabete (Stable Facts),

2) Ensha-ye vaje-ye Tazi (Writing Arabic Word),

3) Hogqug-e pedaran va madaran (Parent's Rights),

4) Montakhab-e Khavas al-horuf (Excerpt from the Effects of Letters),
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5) Marateb al-towhid (Levels of Unity),

6) Mogaddame-ye sharh-e Golshan-e Raz (Introduction of the Interpretation of "Secret
Garden"),

7) Sharh-e do beyt (Interpretation of Two Verses),

8) Sharh-e qazal-e hafez: "delam ze sowmee begreft o kherqe-ye salus" (Interpretation
of Hafez's Sonnet: "My Heart Wearied of the Cloister and of the Patched Garment of
Hypocrisy"), and

9) Sharh-e yek beyt-e hafez (Interpretation of a Verse from Hafez).
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