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The sense of belonging impact on identifying the holy places
architecture in religious cities (Case studies: Mashhad and Karbala)
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Abstract

In the process of globalization spread and influence of the developed and supported cultures, Architecture in the Third
World and Islamic countries investigates a way to interact with the world and move toward globalization, while
preserving its own identical values. The correlation between culture, identity and architecture is complicated and multi-
layered, but it should be considered that each opus trying for maintenance of culture is valuable. Considering the fact
that “identity is defined as sense of belonging to a physical and spiritual complex” as well as the importance of the
environment in creating a sense of place, the architect can be successful to identify the architecture by designing a space
which addresses cultural and environmental factors to create the sense of belonging to a place.

Religious shrines are among the religious buildings in the Islamic countries, which due to having pilgrim from all over
the world and being located in tourism realm, they require the architects’ special attention. In this article we have tried
to examine the factors which can create the sense of belonging to shrines and can contribute to the identity of the
buildings and architecture of the Islamic countries in the two case studeis of Karbala and Mashhad.
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