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Examining the Components of Divergence and Convergence of Iran and
India in Building A New Regional Order (from 2015 to 2023)

Abbas Ataeikhah!

Abstract

The issue of a peaceful transition from the unipolar order is one of the
important challenges after the Cold War, which has led many politicians and
theorists to explore this issue, with the decline of American hegemony in the
light of the new world order, this issue has become one of the most important
concerns of revisionist powers and It has become the preserver of the status quo.
Therefore, one of the most important questions that must be raised in the face of
the order of the West Asian region and its changes is how political divergence
and convergence in the foreign relations of Iran and India will lead to a change
in the regional order. In this research, the writer aims to investigate the
components of divergence and convergence between Iran and India in the
direction of passing the unipolar order and building a new regional order and
analyzes their foreign policy with a realist approach. The current research has
evaluated the components of divergence and convergence by using the
qualitative content analysis method and has evaluated more than ten important
components in order to determine the foreign policy direction of each of the He
examined these powers in the region and their actions in order to create structures
of their desired order, which leads to the construction of a new regional order,
and somehow recognized the approach of each of these two powers to the
construction of a new region.

Keywords: West Asia, multilateral order, India, Iran’s foreign policy,
divergence and convergence

! University of Tehran
Email: abasataiil377@gmail.com
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The Migration of Iranians to India, the Margins and Controversies of a
Manuscript

Ahmad Otoufati!

Abstract

The two-way and long-distance relationship between the inhabitants of the
Iranian plateau and the Indian subcontinent has always been of interest to the
inhabitants of both civilizations due to their territorial affinity, the relationships
that have been continuous since the Achaemenid period and have provided
reasons for voluntary and forced migrations. which has had multiple cultural and
economic mutual effects on both sides. Among these, the most prominent
example of Iranian migration to India is the "Story of Sanjan" which was written
in 1599 AD by a poet named Bahman Kigbad, which by composing and finding
a manuscript has fueled many scientific debates about the authenticity of this
topic, which is discussed in this article in It is trying to find an answer to address
all the fringes and controversies caused by a manuscript of this narrative. This
story is a narrative that tells the story of the migration of religious people from
the Sanjan Khaf area during the Arab attacks on Iran, who are forced to flee to
preserve their religion and beliefs. They became a homeland.

Keywords: Indian Persians, Manuscript, Orientalism

' MA in Law, Azad University
Email: roodiahmad@gmail.com
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Nuclear Non-Proliferation System; Comparative Study of Iran And India

Akram Pirasteh!

Abstract

The Treaty on the Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons was signed in 1967
between a limited number of countries in order to limit and control weapons of
mass destruction. Despite being one of the first countries to acquire nuclear
weapons, India has not signed the treaty. After the 2008 agreement with the
United States and acceptance into the group of countries possessing nuclear
weapons, this country has always been committed to the Non-Proliferation
regime and strives to fight nuclear terrorism. In addition, by following the "no
first use" policy, it is committed to non-use it that shows the restraint of this
country in the nuclear field. Even though Iran has joined the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty and this treaty allows countries to develop a peaceful nuclear
program, there have been doubts about the intentions of its nuclear program.
These doubts sent accusations from the International Atomic Energy Agency to
this country, which has caused the agency to send Iran's nuclear file to the
Security Council and impose heavy sanctions against this country. The basic
question of the present article is, how were the obligations of Iran and India in
the framework of the nuclear non-proliferation system? In response, the
hypothesis that is proposed: Iran has faced harsh international accusations and
sanctions without officially accepting the non-peacefulness of its nuclear
program, but India has clearly conducted nuclear tests by adopting a "no first
use" policy with greater tolerance from the international community.

Keywords: Iran, India, Nuclear Non-Proliferation System, Weapons of Mass
Destruction, Sanctions

! Kharazmi University
Email: pirastehakram@gmail.com



4 | The Second International Conference on Indian Studies

Hindutva Thought; Its Features and Challenges with the Contemporary
World

Amin Rezaei Nejad!

Abstract

Hindutva thought is the basic principle of BJP party in India. This party tries
to follow the principles of this idea in its politics. This issue has become the
biggest challenge within the Indian society. In this article, an attempt has been
made to investigate the challenges of this thought in Indian society by explaining
the relationship between Hindutva thought and criteria such as modernity,
secularism and pluralism. Hindutva's thought on issues such as modern science
and citizenship rights in the two areas of immigration and class system has had
special approaches and has also approved laws. These approaches and laws are
not consistent with the standards of the contemporary world and have led to the
condemnation of the ruling party inside and outside the country. This article tries
to explain these challenges by relying on the available data. Also, a brief look at
the history of the formation of Hindutva thought and the examination of the
characteristics of the founder of this thought in the field of politics is another
mission of this article.

Keywords: Hindutva, BJP, India, Fundamentalism, Hinduism

! Expert at the Institute of Spiritual Studies
Email: amin.rezaei.nejad@gmail.com
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Strategic Competition between China and India in the Indian Ocean
Region and Makran Coast

Amirhossien Yazdfazeli'; Majid Gholami

Abstract

As two neighbors, China and India have always been competing on issues such
as the conflict of interests in the border region of Tibet, disputes related to border
delimitation, China's support and cooperation with India's old enemy Pakistan,
and the increasing competition in the field of energy and goods transit,
sometimes leading to tension. In the meantime, the Indian Ocean region, as one
of the most vital transport platforms for energy and goods in the world, with
important straits and waterways, has become the main arena for the two countries
to compete and provide strategic initiatives for their sphere of influence. On the
other hand, the coasts of Makran and Chabahar port of Iran, due to their strategic
location and the conditions for the construction of megaports in the region, play
a key role in determining the winner of the competition between the two
countries. This research examines the competition between the two countries,
China and India, in the Indian Ocean region and the coasts of Makran, and
describes the initiatives of each to expand their sphere of influence.

Keywords: China, India, Iran, Makran coast, Chabahar port

! Email: amirh.yfazeli@gmail.com
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Cultural Representation in the Indian Gaming Industry: Lessons for Iran

Armin Hashemzadeh!

Abstract

The Indian gaming industry is witnessing a renaissance characterized by a
surge in India-made and India-centric video games, spotlighting cultural
representation and diversity. This article delves into the dynamics of this
burgeoning industry, examining how local talent intertwines cultural narratives,
creativity, and technical prowess to craft captivating gaming experiences. From
the groundbreaking success of titles like "Raji: An Ancient Epic" by Nodding
Heads Games to the forthcoming "Mumbai Gullies" by GameEon Studios, Indian
developers are embracing their cultural heritage to offer players a unique glimpse
into Indian mythology, architecture, and everyday life. Despite encountering
challenges such as funding constraints and investor skepticism, indie studios are
making remarkable strides in challenging conventional perceptions of India-
made games. Through innovative approaches like crowd-funding and strategic
collaborations with international entities, these studios are reshaping the gaming
landscape and nurturing a more inclusive gaming ecosystem. Moreover, the
article explores the impact of culturally-niche games like "Mukti" and "Venba,"
which delve into narratives deeply rooted in Indian culture and tradition. These
games not only showcase the richness of Indian heritage but also resonate with
players worldwide, offering an immersive and educational gaming experience.
Drawing parallels, the article reflects on the potential lessons that Iran can glean
from the Indian gaming industry's evolution. By examining the strategies
employed by Indian developers to overcome obstacles and amplify cultural
representation, Iran can glean insights to foster its own gaming ecosystem,
tapping into its rich cultural heritage to create compelling and globally resonant
gaming experiences.

Keywords: Indian gaming industry, Cultural representation in games, Diversity,
Gaming ecosystem, Cultural heritage in games

! Email: armin.hashemzadeh49@gmail.com
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The Role of Land Commerce in the Economic Development of Iran and
India during the Safavid Era (1501-1736 AD)

Asghar Ghaedan'!

Abstract

During the Safavid era, particularly under the reign of Shah Abbas I, Iran
focused on enhancing trade relations with India. This was driven by the demand
for Indian goods in Iranian markets and the need for Iranian products in India.
Moreover, Iran's strategic geographic position as an important passage for
transporting Indian goods to the West further motivated the development of these
trade ties. There were two key land routes for trade in Asia during this period:
one via Kabul and the other through Kandahar. These routes played an integral
role in connecting India with various cities in Iran, promoting trade and
commerce. Consequently, the Safavid rulers and the Mongols of India sought to
cultivate friendly relations, facilitating trade between the two nations. In times
when conflicts amongst trans-regional powers jeopardized maritime trade
security, Shah Abbas focused on land routes as a viable alternative. He dedicated
efforts towards securing and improving these routes' infrastructure. Through his
support a significant influx of traders from India settled in Iranian cities and
along trade routes, thus creating lucrative markets for Indian goods. This research
aims to evaluate the development of land trade between Iran and India, shedding
light on the endeavors undertaken by both countries to enhance these trade
communications. The findings suggest that the land trade between Iran and India
emerged as a viable substitute for maritime trade, significantly impacting the
economic growth of both nations.

Keywords: Trade routes, Merchants Centers, Iran, India, Safavid, Mughal, Land
Commerce

! University of Tehran
Email: qaedan@ut.ac.ir
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India and Pakistan from Kashmir to the Caucasus

Behzad Nasiri!; Parisa Nouri

Abstract

During the past decades, relations between India and Pakistan have always
been recognized as one of the most important bilateral relations in the South
Asian region. These two countries have faced a history of tensions in various
fields, including border disputes. But recently, some regional developments have
not only increased these tensions but also changed the scope of conflicts between
the two countries. The Caucasus is one of the regions directly affected by this
conflict. This region has now emerged as a new field for confrontation between
the two countries. Since the main issue of India's foreign policy since the
country's independence has been formed around the competition with Pakistan,
it can be said that the competition between these two countries is a zero-sum
game. Although India's policy has always been based on friendship and support
for the countries of the Caucasus and Central Asia, India considers the Caucasus
as a new arena to represent its conflict in Kashmir in front of Pakistan, which has
many similarities in terms of actors. Now the main research question is whether
the Caucasus has become a new field of competition between India and Pakistan.
The proposed hypothesis states that India and Pakistan are engaged in a proxy
struggle in the Caucasus. New Delhi's main concern is that if Azerbaijan achieves
its strategic goals in Karabakh, the Ankara-Baku-Islamabad group may focus its
energy on Kashmir. So, India's support to Armenia can be interpreted as a
defensive tactic to control Pakistan in Kashmir.

Keywords: Caucasus, India, Karabagh, Kashmir, Pakistan

! Email: behzad.nasiri@modares.ac.ir
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Preserving Natural Heritage: Sacred Groves in India as Green Legacy of
Indian Culture

Chandrakant Baburao Salunkhe'

Abstract

Sacred groves have existed in India from time immemorial as patches of
densely wooded areas, venerated on religious grounds. They have been protected
since ages by local peoples and tribal communities as a tradition of nature
worship. About 13,720 sacred groves have been reported from India. Out of the
2837 sacred groves documented for Maharashtra state, Ratnagiri and Sindhudurg
districts within the Northern Western Ghats, have about 2332 sacred groves
occupying an area of 3098.55 ha. About 645 species of flowering plants
belonging to 124 families have been recorded from the region including NTFPs,
trees, medicinal plants, endemic and endangered plants. Rapid urbanization in
the recent times has transformed and weakened both cultural integrity and caused
serious impacts on the status of sacred groves biodiversity, ecology and
environmental sustainability. Changes in social belief, modernization, erosion of
cultural practices, unsustainable development projects like dams, mining and
road construction are the major reasons responsible for deterioration of these
cultural and natural heritages and depletion of their valuable natural
bioresources. Out of 819 Sacred Groves documented in the study area
approximately 61% are partially disturbed, while 7% are undisturbed, 22%
maximally disturbed, and 10% are totally disturbed. Present status of 496 (61%)
Sacred Groves as partially disturbed is a positive indication of local people’s
traditional beliefs in conservation of these natural heritages. The paper will
highlight the vital role of Indian culture in conserving these “gardens of gods” as
an opportunity for sustainable future of local livelihoods.

Keywords: Sacred Groves, India, Green legacy, Culture, Natural Heritage

! Krishna Mahavidyalaya
Email: chandrakantsalunkhe62@gmail.com
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The Quest for Fairness: Skin-Lightening Practices in India

Citra Hennida!; Rizky Sugianto Putri

Abstract

This study highlighted the complex issues surrounding the preferences of
Indian society for skin-lightening products, amidst warnings from WHO about
the potential hazards of such products to skin health including the risk of cancer.
Despite these warnings, the demand for skin-lightening products remained high,
especially in Asia, Africa, and the Middle East. Through a literature review
method, secondary data from the past ten years were evaluated. Findings
indicated that women’s oppression played a crucial role in the desire of Indian
women to attain specific beauty standards, including brighter skin, as a response
to the social pressures they faced. This analysis revealed three main factors: (1)
women felt compelled to maintain attractive appearances in public spaces,
believing that having fair skin would bring economic and social benefits; (2)
social stigma regarding skin colour was rooted in post-colonial memories, where
fair skin was associated with elegance and power, while dark skin was deemed
inferior; (3) women became the primary target of product marketing through
social media, with production becoming increasingly widespread, involving
small-scale industries that employed many housewives in their distribution
chains. To address these challenges, cross-sector collaboration is required to
change societal perceptions of beauty and reduce the pressure faced by women
to conform to unrealistic standards. Thus, this study provides a profound
understanding of the biodiversity and the socio-cultural dynamics shaping
consumer preferences for skin-lightening products in India.

Keywords: biodiversity, Indian, post-colonial memories, skin colour, women’s
oppression

! Department of International Relations, UNAIR
Email: citra.hennida@fisip.unair.ac.id
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India’s Persian Gulf Migration: The Making of a Collective Social Identity
at Home and Destinations

Divya Balan!

Abstract

India is one of the major migrants sending countries in the world, especially
to the Persian Gulf countries. The transient nature of expatriate life in the Persian
Gulf countries has resulted in a distinctive forging of identity and consciousness
of home and host lands among all generations of Indian communities in the
Persian Gulf. For them, the homeland is their birthplace in India and the Persian
Gulf is the foster land; and their mother tongue is the unifying frame that their
identity and consciousness are based upon. This unique sub-national migrant
identity is also supplemented by their emigrant community life in the Persian
Gulf and in Indian states on their later return migration. By acknowledging the
multi-layered and complex processes of identity formation among the migrant
communities, this study is an attempt to approach the narrative self of the Indian
Malayalis and how their (multiple) identities are particularly forged through the
memories and other cultural expressions, such as migrant literature or films. The
key argument of the study is that migrant memories and experiences creates a
unique sub-national and collective social identity that binds migrants against all
odds of their personal and professional lives in the Gulf countries as well as in
India on return.

Keywords: Persian Gulf Migration, India, Collective Identity, Sub-nationalism,
Expatriates, Memory, Memoirs, Literature &amp; Films
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The Impact of the Competition between China and India in the Asian on
Their International Cooperation

Ebrahim Edraki; Seyyed Masoud Mousavi Shafaee!; Ebrahim Roumina

Abstract

As emerging powers in the international system, China and India are trying to
elevate their position and begin their rebirth to regain their former prominent
economic positions in the past centuries. At the same time, both countries are
expanding their presence in different parts of Asia to secure energy and mineral
resources for their growing economies, which inevitably leads to competition
between them in the region. despite this competition, China and India have also
worked together to establish themselves as new poles of power and to enhance
their position in the international arena. The key question here is to examine the
impact of the existing geopolitical and geoeconomic competition between these
two countries in Asia on their cooperation at the international level. Considering
the diverse nature of the order in this transitional period in international relations,
the hypothesis of this research is that both countries will continue to cooperate at
the international level, at least due to the desire to create a multipolar world order
in the future. gave However, it is important to mention that China's attempt for
hegemony in Asia and India's opposition to this attempt has led to fierce
competition between them. Generally, their interaction leads to a mode of
cooperation alongside competition. By adopting a descriptive and analytical
approach, this research concludes that the nature of the competition between
China and India has changed from the main military and territorial focus to a
competition with a geo-economic foundation.

Keywords: India, China, Transition Period, Geoeconomics
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A Post-Colonial Reflection on the Indo-Caribbean Diaspora
Elaheh Nourigholamizadeh'!

Abstract

The term “Indo-Caribbeans” refers to the descendants of Indian indentured
laborers brought to the Caribbean during the 19th and early 20th centuries by
British, Dutch, and French colonial systems. They were recruited from regions
like Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, and Bengal to work on plantations in countries such as
Trinidad and Tobago, Guyana, Suriname, and Jamaica. Postcolonial theory
suggests that individuals from former colonies, whether brought as workers or
immigrants to Euro-American regions, who maintain connections to their
original cultures form diaspora communities. A qualitative analysis of Indo-
Caribbean Diaspora, utilizing Bed Prasad Giri's concepts, reveals that the arrival
of Indo-Caribbeans have significantly impacted the Caribbean through
demographic, cultural, and social changes, creating "ethnic enclaves" that enrich
the region's multicultural fabric. Indo-Caribbeans have preserved their Indian
heritage through traditions, language, music, and cuisine, blending Indian and
Caribbean influences. Religion plays a key role, with adherence to Hinduism,
Islam, and Christianity, reflected in temples, mosques, and churches serving as
community hubs. Indo-Caribbeans speak variations of Caribbean Hindustani
alongside English, Dutch, or French. They have excelled in various fields like
business, politics, arts, and sports, enriching Caribbean society. Celebrating
Indian festivals alongside national holidays fosters community unity. Indo-
Caribbeans have developed a distinct identity while integrating into Caribbean
societies, contributing to the region's multicultural essence.

Keywords: Colonialism, Indo-Caribbean Diaspora, Post-colonial theory, Bed
Prasad Giri, Ethnic enclave
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Israel Studies in Indian Universities: Academic Contact as Israel Advocacy
Elham Kadkhodaee!

Abstract

The relationship between India and Israel has traversed a long and inconstant
path; from India’s initial opposition to the establishment of Israel to expanding
friendship and multifaceted cooperation in the military, trade and political
arenas. Being a settler-colonial state facing a serious legitimacy problem, Israel
has always needed to justify its existence and policies, and construct a positive
brand of itself for global opinion. This Israel advocacy is pursued in different
fields, including that of academia. In the case of expanding Israel-India relations,
academic contact is promoted by Israel advocates to influence the way Indians,
especially the educated sector, perceive Israel. Israel studies centres and
exchange programs, supported by both governments, have proliferated in recent
years. This research, building on the author’s previous work on Israel studies in
the US and the concept of academic contact (derived from social contact theory),
aims to identify the different institutions, individuals and themes that work
together to advance Israel studies in Indian universities. Whilst opposition to this
academic relationship does exist within Indian universities, including the Indian
Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel (InCACBI), The article concludes that
promoting Israel studies in India is an important pillar of Israel’s attempt to
advance relations with and influence public opinion in India. Promoting Israel
studies, rather than being an objective field of study, has evolved into a
prominent type of Israel advocacy on a global scale, and the Indian version
provides an interesting case study.

Keywords: India, Israel, Academic Contact, Israel Advocacy, University

! University of Tehran
Email: kadkhodaee@ut.ac.ir



The Second International Conference on Indian Studies | 15

Sustainability Integration in Tourism Curricula: A Comparative Study of
Iran and India

Faranak Ranjbar!

Abstract

Sustainable tourism is vital for Iran and India, offering economic growth,
cultural preservation, and environmental conservation. Integrating sustainable
development into tourism curricula in these countries is crucial for fostering
sustainable tourism practices and ensuring long-term benefits for local
communities. This paper provides a comparative analysis of tourism higher
education in Iran and India, focusing on the evolution of higher education
programs and the integration of sustainability components within their curricula.
Findings show that Iranian tourism education traces back to the 1930s, with
significant developments in undergraduate, master's, and doctoral programs over
the past two decades. Qualitative content analysis reveals significant gaps in
addressing sustainable development theoretical basis, particularly at the
undergraduate and doctoral levels. However, master's programs show a more
explicit integration of sustainability concepts through courses like "seminars on
sustainable tourism issues" and "participation theories", In contrast, India's
tourism and hospitality education began in the 1950s, with notable developments
in master's programs in the early 1990s. The study findings highlight an
unbalanced distribution of sustainability-related courses among Indian
universities. While most central universities have integrated sustainability
components, most state universities have not incorporated them. This research
sheds light on the differing approaches to tourism education and sustainability
integration and significant gaps in tourism curricula in Iran and India, providing
insights for curriculum development and tourism educational policymaking in
both countries.

Keywords: Sustainable Tourism, Higher Education, curricula, Iran, India
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Unveiling Historical and Mythological Layers: An Analysis of Hey Ram
Fargol Aliakbar!

Abstract

The article provides an insightful exploration of the film "Hey Ram,"
examining its narrative through historical and mythological lenses. Set against
the backdrop of India's partition and Mahatma Gandhi's assassination, the film
intertwines fictional storytelling with historical events, delving into the
complexities of identity, ideology, and communalism. Through a nuanced
analysis, the article elucidates how "Hey Ram" draws parallels between
contemporary political turmoil and ancient mythological narratives, such as the
Ramayana. By juxtaposing historical realities with mythological allegories, the
film prompts viewers to reflect on timeless themes of power, violence, and
human nature. Furthermore, the article scrutinizes director Kamal Haasan's
artistic choices, exploring how he utilizes cinematic techniques to blur the
boundaries between history and myth, challenging conventional interpretations
of both. Ultimately, "Hey Ram" emerges as a cinematic masterpiece that offers
not only a gripping narrative but also a profound exploration of the intricacies of
Indian society, politics, and culture, transcending temporal and ideological
boundaries.

Keywords: Hey Ram, film analysis, historical narratives, mythological parallels,
Indian partition, Gandhi’s assassination, identity, ideology, communalism,
cinematic techniques
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India’s Approach to Human Rights and Interactions with the European
Union (2014-2023)

Farideh Mohammadalipour!

Abstract

Emphasis on “shared values of democracy, rule of law, pluralism, equality,
freedom of speech, and respect for human rights” is regularly visible in the EU-
India human rights dialogue. At the EU-India Strategic Partnership Summit, the
Roadmap to 2025 was become encouraged as a manual for joint action and
strengthening the partnership between the EU and India. In particular, the two
sides acknowledged the importance of the EU-India Human Rights Dialogue as
a “key tool for promoting the shared values of human rights and fundamental
freedoms”. There are areas of confrontation and conditions wherein perspectives
on human rights differ. Among the issues that have caused tension in this
partnership are changes in the status of the former state of Jammu and Kashmir,
and changes in India's citizenship laws through the enactment of the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, 2019. With the aim of searching for common values, the
current research focuses on a period of human rights relations between the
European Union and India since 2014. The principal query is dedicated to
inspecting India's view of human rights in the specific area? What are the main
ideological sources of human rights in India and what is the current political
situation in India? The response examines: the legal mandate of human rights in
India and the relative weight of human rights treaties and Indian national laws;
Cooperation in multilateral institutions by examining the human rights priorities
of the European Union and India, the areas of convergence and divergence of the
parties.

Keywords: India’s approach to human rights, interactions between India and the
EU, the EU-India Strategic Partnership, the EU-India Human Rights Dialogue,
the Citizenship (Amendment) Act of India (2019), Jammu and Kashmir
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Iranian Studies in India; Trends, Significance, and its Role in the
Development of Iran-India Relations

Farzan Safari Sabet!; Monir Azizi

Abstract

Relations between Iran and, with common roots, have been through ups and
downs throughout history and mostly have been cordial and strategic. Persian
language and culture have been popular in India, especially during Mughal
Empire, as it was the language of the court as well as politics, philosophy, poetry,
literature, and religion. With the decline of the both empires and the colonization
of India by the British, the Persian language was replaced by English and the ties
between the two were weakened. Since India's independence in 1947, both have
tried to restore and expand past relations. The purpose of this research is to
examine Iranian studies in India, considering the background of the relations and
the current growing strategic cooperation. Based on this, the question arises as
to what is the direction of Iranian studies in India today and how these studies
can affect the current relations between Iran and India. The findings show that
even though most Iranian studies in India are in the traditional field of Iranology
and focused on Persian language and literature, in some cases, less attention has
been paid to other diverse fields of Iranology, especially the field of
understanding contemporary Iran. While Iranian studies in India have a lot of
potential for development, by expanding these studies, both in the field of
traditional Iranian studies and the field of contemporary Iranian studies, changes
can be made to benefit of the strategic relations between the two countries which
eventually leads to the improvement of ties.

Keywords: Iran, India, Iranian studies, Iranology, International Relations
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A Study of India’s Cultural Diplomacy during the Premiership of
Narendra Modi

Fateme Abedi'

Abstract

On June 21, 2023, the "World Yoga Day" event was held on the lawns of the
United Nations headquarters. In addition to the Prime Minister of India, this
event was held with the presence of representatives from 180 different countries.
It was also recorded in the Guinness Book of World Records due to the presence
of people from different nationalities in a yoga practice and shows an example
of India's soft power. Joseph Nye defines soft power as the ability to influence
the preferences of others through the use of appeal or aids. For example, in the
previously mentioned World Yoga Day event, by using yoga diplomacy to
connect them more easily, India is increasing its soft power. India has focused
more on two aspects of cultural diplomacy to turn them into its soft power:
facilitating Indian language learning and yoga. In this research, our question is,
what actions have been taken in the field of cultural diplomacy and soft power
during the Premiership of Narendra Modi? What have been the results of these
actions? Considering that soft power alone does not guarantee the authority of a
country, what steps has India taken to advance its hard and soft power
simultaneously? What is the role of the Indian Councils for Cultural Relations in
various countries? To answer these questions, the library research method and
content analysis will be used to analyze the texts of the relevant measures and
actions.

Keywords: Cultural diplomacy, Soft power, India, Indian language, Yoga
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Representation of the Types and Causes of Domestic Violence and Victim’s
Strategies in Indian and Iranian Cinema: Case Study of “Thappad” and
“Mali va Rahhaye Narafteash”

Fatemeh Fazli'

Abstract

The family is a primary social institution in which the human identity and
socialization of individuals take place. Owing to the importance of this social
institution and its key role in the formation of identities — of individuals and
society — the study of issues that affect this institution assumes great
significance. Domestic violence is the most common type of violence in today's
world, which transcends all geographical and political boundaries to become a
global transcultural phenomenon. Among the important issues raised through
cinema has been domestic violence against women. In this study, we seek to
analyze the issue in one of the latest films. In this study, we intend to select two
films from India and Iran respectively that deal with the touchy subject of
domestic violence. We will examine three issues: types of domestic violence
presented in films, the perpetrator’s motivation to do that, and the victim’s
response to it. Our case studies are two films called “Thappad” (slap) from India
(Bollywood) released in 2020 and “Mali Va Rahhaye Narafteash” (Mali and Her
Ways not Gone) from Iran released in 2017. Finally, based on the information
obtained from the analysis, we conclude what aspect of violence the cinema of
each country emphasizes, what it considers to be the most important cause of
domestic violence, and what strategy it invites women victims to pursue
violence.

Keywords: Domestic violence, cinema, Iran, India
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The Role of Renewable Energies in Protecting the Environment of India

Fatemeh Sadat Maloomi'; Hamidreza Alikhani; Ali Naseri

Abstract

Today, exploitation of natural resources and energy consumption is
considered one of the main and necessary factors of economic development in
every country. The ever-increasing growth of the population, dependence on
energy and consequently the growth of energy consumption, especially fossil
energies, as well as the overuse of natural resources in the direction of the
permanent development of the global economy, will cause irreparable damage to
the environment and reduce the quality of life for future generations. Technology
has increased the consumption of energy, especially fossil fuels, oil and coal. On
the other hand, in almost all areas where human presence has been possible;
Technology has caused more pollution and deterioration of resources and
diversity of plant and animal species. Renewable energies include diverse and
different sources that come from natural and accessible energies. Considering
that these energies do not have an ideal form; But their use has reduced the
consumption of petroleum products and job creation, and they also reduce the
amount of environmental pollution. Due to the development needs of countries,
the use of renewable energies has also been increasing in the countries of the
world. As one of the indicators of development, energy consumption is
considered. According to the plans made, this type of energy has created a greater
share in the energy supply system day by day. Therefore, in this article, we intend
to study the effect of renewable energies in protecting the environment of India.

Keywords: Renewable energies, economic growth, India, environment, fossil
fuels
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US as a Third Wheel in Iran-India Relation: A Conceptual Framework
Hamed Askari'

Abstract

The United States, as a great power, wields significant influence on
international affairs, and bilateral relations between countries are no exception.
However, the enduring and impactful presence of the US factor in Iran-India
relations has significantly shaped the nature of this historical tie, leading to
unprecedented challenges. While academia has begun to explore this
phenomenon in recent decades, the underlying reasons for this interference
remain relatively understudied. This article seeks to address this gap by offering
a theoretical framework that delves into the root causes of US involvement in
Iran-India relations. By focusing on two key concepts - power transition and
strategic encirclement - the article aims to provide a deeper understanding of this
complex issue. Through the lens of power transition theory, the article will
illustrate how the current international system has laid the foundation for the
India-US relationship over the past couple of decades, particularly from the
perspective of the United States, and how the ramifications of this dynamic have
impacted Iran-India ties. Furthermore, the concept of strategic encirclement will
be employed to elucidate India's perspective, highlighting how Delhi's strategic
concerns regarding China's regional activities have exerted pressure on its
relationships with both Iran and the US. By integrating these theoretical
frameworks, this article aims to theorize the dynamics of bilateral relations,
offering a comprehensive framework for analysis the bilateral relation as a
whole, as well as assessing the implications of such an understanding on future
practical relationships between Iran and India.

Keywords: India-Iran Relation, United States, Power Transition
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Analysis of the political relations between the Islamic Republic of Iran and
India

Hamid Gamshadzehi!

Abstract

Iran and India have had complicated relations in the last decade. On the one
hand, India has cooperated with the United States in several different areas
against Iran, despite decades of Third World policy, and on the other hand, it has
never been a full-fledged partner for the United States against Iran. Why has India
not acted as it should meet Iran's expectations in various fields? What are the
opportunities for the expansion of relations between Iran and India and what
factors have had a limiting role in the relations between these two countries? The
hypothesis that this research proposes is that Iran and India have opportunities in
political and economic fields, especially energy and communication corridors.
have found cooperation that has affected the interests of the United States, Israel,
and the Persian Gulf Arabs; During the era of Mohammad Reza Shah, Iran
established close relations with the United States and Pakistan through its
participation in the Baghdad Pact (later called the Central Treaty Organization,
CENTO). During the 1965 and 1971 wars between India and Pakistan, Iran
provided important military aid to Pakistan. In fact, Iran was a part of Pakistan's
"strategic depth" at that time.Nehru criticized such alliances as a "wrong,
dangerous and harmful approach" and advocated the "non-alignment movement"
instead. Of course, it should be noted that despite this aversion to alliance with
superpowers, India established close relations with the Soviet Union; In such a
way that this country became the first supplier of military weapons to India

Keywords: Political relations, Iran, India
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A Comparative Look at Rituals Related to ‘Light’ in Iran and India with
the Approach of Tourism Development

Hamideh Beigi'

Abstract

The light; It has a metaphysical and sacred element and a spiritual nature, takes
place in all human cultures and religious beliefs, from the divine element to the
sacred. Due to its special location, the land of Iran has been adjacent to ancient
civilizations, and through mutual cultural, social and religious relations with
them, it has become the origin and place of propagation of various beliefs and
religions. In the mythology of India and Iran, attention to light and illumination
appear in different roles at the same time as the evolution of human life, which
are preserved in the surviving ceremonies and rituals of these beliefs in the
cultural field of Iran and India. This research is based on the practical purpose
and in terms of its nature, it is descriptive research that has investigated physical
and electronic documents and collected ritual examples in the cultural field of
Iran and India with a comparative approach. The results of this research, with a
special look at the development of cultural tourism in Iran and India, based on
organized ritual events related to light, try to introduce cultural commonalities
and hold common events, according to the tourism calendar of the two countries.

Keywords: Tourism event, cultural Tourism, Light Festivals
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An Exploratory Look at Iran-India Current Relations: Recent Viewpoints
about Iran in the Eyes of Indian Media

Hamideh Molaei'

Abstract

Intercultural relations between countries has a great importance. Before
partition of India into two nations in 1947, the country has been a neighbor of
Iran for long years. The cultural similarities of the two countries in different
aspects including art, literature and architecture shows the great ties between the
two nations. As well, the presence and the contributions of the Parsi communities
in India along with the use and domination of the Persian language for over 700
years as the formal language of India are other examples of the close cultural
bonds between the two countries. The formal relations of the countries started
after independence in 1947; however due to several issues such as the tendency
of initial leaders of India to the Eastern bloc and the recent leaders to the West
has provided fluctuations in the political relations between the two countries.
Despite political variations in the relations of two countries, they have tried to
keep constructive relations based on their benefits. One major and useful tool to
shape the constructive cultural and political relations between two countries is
through their media. It is important to see how one country is shown in the eyes
of another country and vice versa. This is important as it can shape the public
opinion of one country for or against another country. Against this backdrop his
paper aims to investigate the portrayal of Iran in Indian national media and vice
versa.

Keywords: Iran-India relations, media portrayal

! University of Tehran
Email: hmolaei@ut.ac.ir



26 | The Second International Conference on Indian Studies

Sati: A Comparative Analysis of Raja Ram Mohan Roy and Ananda
Coomaraswamy’s Approach

Hanie Abedini!

Abstract

The origin of the term ‘sati’ can be traced back to the Sanskrit word ‘sat’,
which encompasses a variety of meanings. Sati literary translates as ‘virtuous
woman’; however, in Hindu culture, it frequently refers to the transcendent
devotion of a woman as she is being burned on the funeral pyre of her deceased
husband. Following the European colonists’ arrival in India, the term sati was
used to refer to both the cremation ceremony of the widow and the woman who
practices it. Sati was officially abolished in 1829, by the British colonial
government. Raja Ram Mohan Roy, an Indian social reformer, played a pivotal
role in ending the sati, providing a pamphlet that argued the practice of sati is not
approved in any ancient Hindu scriptures. A century after the prohibition of the
sati, an Indian philosopher named Ananda Coomaraswamy, critiqued the
Western attitude towards women and the practice of sati through an aesthetic
point of view. Instead of explicitly supporting or opposing sati, Coomaraswamy
delves into the spiritual dimensions of this practice in his discussion. This study
indicates that both Coomaraswamy and Roy’s stance converged in the improper
interference of the British government to abolish sati. Coomaraswamy justifies
his attitude through a mythological approach, while Roy relies on the Hindu holy
books. Furthermore, Roy considers sati self-destruction; however,
Coomaraswamy regards it as courage. Eventually, the view of both authors
regarding sati contrasts sharply with the view of Western writers on this subject.

Keywords: Ananda Coomaraswamy, India, Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Sati, Women
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India’s Foreign Policy in The Emerging World Order
Hanifeh Rigi'

Abstract

India as an emerging power has been a key growth train for the world,
contributing 16% to the global growth in 2023, has made a huge effort to play a
role as an important player in the region and the world. Indeed, the beginning of
the twenty-first century witnessed the rise of China as a powerful emerging
power, as well as the continuation of the weakening of US hegemony, and for
that matter, the developments in the world order. These events have caused the
states in the international system to seek to gain a higher position. India is also
looking for a new game in the international system to find its place by coming
out of its strategic hesitancy with a multi-faceted policy. The purpose of this
study is to investigate India's foreign policy within the emerging world order.

Keywords: Order, India, foreign policy, international system
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Indian Trade with Iran and the Situation of Indian Merchants in Bandar
Abbas and Persian Gulf Islands 1600-1900 AD

Hasan Khademi!

Abstract

Iran witnessed the presence of Indian merchants who were active in cities and
commercial ports from1600 to1900 AD. These Indian merchants, were mostly
from the north and northwest of the Indian subcontinent. Gujarat, Multan (Sindh
and Punjab) and Rajasthan were the commercial centers that these merchants
came to Iran from there. The Indian merchants traveled to Iran through maritime
and land routes. Surat port, on the northwestern coast of the Arabian Sea was the
main center for transporting of Indian goods to Iran by sea. Indian merchants
were active in Isfahan (as the capital of Iran), Bandar Abbas (the largest
commercial port) and Kerman (the center of wool production) as major centers
of trade and commerce. Foreign travelers and European companies used the term
*Baniyan*, which was a generic name for all Indian business groups. Along with
Hindu merchants, Indian Muslim merchants were also active in Iran. This paper
is a study on Indian trade with Iran through Maritime and land routes and the
position of Indian traders in Bandar Abbas, from 16th to 19th century in Iran.

Keywords: Keyword: Indian merchants, maritime and land road, Bandar Abbas,
Banyan, Multan, Gujarat, Surat port.
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The Role and Importance of Cultural Diplomacy in the Development of
Tourism Exchanges between Iran and India

Helia Hosseinzadeh'!

Abstract

As an important tool in international relations, cultural diplomacy has a
prominent role in exchanging culture and promoting understanding between
nations. The current research is written in a descriptive-analytical way with the
aim of investigating the role of cultural diplomacy in the development of tourism
between the two countries of Iran and India. The required data and information
have been collected and analyzed by archival method and by referring to books
and articles related to the subject. The results indicate that two countries, Iran
and India, with their rich history, can help the development of tourism in both
countries by strengthening cultural diplomacy. Cultural diplomacy measures
such as holding art and cultural exhibitions, concerts and films of the host
country can show the cultural attractions of each country to tourists. Exchange
programs between students and researchers and international conferences
provide the possibility of exchanging knowledge and cultural experiences.
Among the effects of cultural diplomacy on cultural and economic development,
we can mention the large amount of income that is generated for cultural tourism
purposes and related industries, which leads to the economic growth of countries.
Iran also has the potential to use this situation and can gain significant benefits
by selling its unique handicrafts to tourists. Cultural development and cultural
exchange increase the understanding of cultural interactions between nations and
helps to improve their national identity. Therefore, for the development of the
tourism industry between the two countries of Iran and India, it is considered
necessary to strengthen cultural diplomacy.

Keywords: Diplomacy, tourism, culture, Iran, India.
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Revisiting Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act:
Workfare and Policy Making in India

Heshmat Sadat Moinifar'; Amir Mohsen Shahsharghi

Abstract

India has a population of more than 1.4 billion, of which nearly 64% reside in
rural areas suffering from livelihood insecurity. Among welfare schemes for the
poor, workfare programs have gained momentum in recent years, especially due
to their active nature and their contribution to society. In India, the “Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act” (MGNREGA) of 2005 lays
the foundation for the world’s largest workfare program in terms of participants.
This act obligates the Indian government to provide 100 days of guaranteed wage
employment to adult members of any rural household willing to do public work
related unskilled manual work at the minimum wage of Rsl100 per day.
MGNREGA aims to combat major problems of the countryside- i.e. the problems
of poverty, unemployment, and underemployment, indebtedness, land limit, and
exploitation by outsiders. Even though the act was finally passed in 2005, it in
fact was an amalgamation of several state-level welfare schemes and programs
of independent India that aimed at improving the power of rural people by
providing primarily semi or unskilled work to people living in rural areas,
whether or not they were below the poverty line. In order to conduct a
comprehensive policy analysis on the above-mentioned program, this study
intends to review its development from the ecarly state-level plans to
MGNREGA. In addition, using a combination of the existing literature and the
official performance datasets, this study tries to summarize the main
accomplishments and failures of the scheme’s performance after almost two
decades of implementation.

Keywords: MGNREGA, Indian Welfare, Workfare, Policy Analysis
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China-India Competition in the Indo-Pacific and Its Effects on the
Region’s Political and Economic Arrangements

Hossein Emamverdi'

Abstract

This paper traces the evolution of complex economic and political relations
between China and India in the Indo-Pacific as a emerging central region. These
recent developments, which are extremely sharp and include military conflicts
with casualties, have severely damaged bilateral relations. This article examines
the reasons for the decline of bilateral relations to the lowest level. This study
answers the question: What are the effects of Sino-Indian competition in the
Indo-Pacific on the region's political and economic arrangements? In this regard,
the hypothesis of the article is that apart from specific bilateral disputes such as
border problems, Sino-Indian relations have been affected by global and regional
developments. The points to rising tensions between the United States and China,
the evolution of the BRI Belt and Road Plan, and the growth of the Indo-Pacific
structure as reasons for the growing distance and mistrust between the two
countries. The findings of the article show that China and India, two emerging
Asian powers, have a special view on their relations and are now part of strategic
alliances whose purpose is to marginalize each other's strategic influence. Such
efforts on their part affect their neighboring countries and it forces them to make
complex choices in the fields of politics, trade interaction and technological
development. This article is based on the comparative-analytical research
method. The method of collecting information is library - first-hand documents.
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The Impact of Indianness on Rishi Sunak’s Political Career

Iman Vosoughian Ibrahimi!

Abstract

This research employs method of Semiology alongside the theoretical
framework of CDA (Critical Discourse Analysis) as a tool to analyze the Political
Career of Rishi Sunak based on the textual content of his official Twitter(X)
account. The main focus is on his transnational identity which has roots in India,
Pakistan and the UK. His fascinating situation in the body of UK government
gives a good case for discussing the Postcolonial nuanced issues of Identity and
Hybridity which are very crucial to understand. For this research we will arrive
at a point to coin an entire new concept which will be the morphed and
transformed version of the colonial personality stereotype called “The Brown
Sahib”, or the Orientalized Oriental. The new concept is an entirely new situation
in the world’s political scene. The discussion will also examine whether or not
the Indian/Pakistani origin of this political figure at any level influences his
political agenda. And since the hypothesis here is that it does not, what does this
say about the ethnic flavoring of people in the political role at the UK
government. This will lead to an understanding that even though this ethnic
flavoring and multiculturalism seems very progressive, it might still be a tool in
order for the UK system to legitimize its policies in the nuanced political scene
of the world, and that this favoring could make many unacceptable
discriminational reasonings seem valid just because the individual looks different
than most White Supremacist politicians.

Keywords: Rishi Sunak, Political Communication, Cultural Identity, Diversity
Representation, Digital Politics, Symbolic Interactionism, Digital Identity,
Public Perception, Media Analysis
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Unveiling Gender Bias in the Indian Gaming Industry: By Men, For Men?
Towards an Inclusive Ecosystem

Khushi Khan; Sahar Hossein Babaei'

Abstract

The Indian gaming industry has been a thriving sector, but questions arise
regarding its gender dynamics and portrayal of women. Drawing on Spivak's
theory of Subaltern women, this study delves into the gender biases and
stereotypes prevalent in Indian video games.This paper examines the Indian
gaming industry through the lens of gender, specifically exploring the pervasive
"by men for men" ideology that influences game development and portrayal of
women. By employing Spivak's theory of Subaltern women, the study aims to
uncover how women are represented within Indian video games, shedding light
on the gender biases and stereotypes perpetuated within the industry. To conduct
this study, a combination of qualitative content analysis and player surveys can
be employed. Content analysis will involve examining popular Indian video
games to identify patterns in the depiction of female characters, their narratives,
and interactions within the game world. Additionally, surveys can be conducted
among gamers to gather insights on their perceptions of gender representation in
games and how it influences their gaming experiences. By combining theoretical
insights from Spivak's work with empirical data gathered through content
analysis and surveys, this research aims to provide a comprehensive
understanding of the gender dynamics at play within the Indian gaming industry.

Keywords: Indian gaming industry, Gender-based Studies, Women portrayal,
Spivak’s theory, Gender biases
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India’s Defiant Approach toward US Policy in Ukraine War
Mahdi Nasr!

Abstract

In the wake of US intervention in Ukraine war after 24th February of 2021,
India has abstained from condemning Moscow’s actions at the United Nations.
Instead of cooperating with America in the battlefield of Ukraine, India opted for
a neutral position toward this war. India is likely to focus on protecting its
strategic autonomy. India and Russia have shared a special relationship since the
Cold War, and Moscow remains the Asian nation’s biggest arms and crude oil
supplier. Between 2011 and 2021, Russia accounted for 60 percent of weapons
imports in India. Ukraine war has played a role in increasing India’s prominence
on the global stage. India’s public neutrality toward the Russian invasion is
driven fundamentally by its concerns vis-a-vis China and Pakistan. New Delhi
sees both of these states as immediate and enduring threats, and it believes that
preserving its friendship with Moscow will help to prevent deepening Russian
ties with China and to limit Russian temptations to build new strategic ties with
Pakistan. Both China and Pakistan desire closer ties with Russia than India feels
comfortable with. Consequently, New Delhi aims to minimize Moscow’s
proximity to both of its rivals.
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Linguistic Patterns and Categories in Naming Toponyms of Iran and India
Mandana Kolahdouz'

Abstract

Place names, also known as toponyms, are like silent storytellers that mutter
stories about a region's history, culture, and languages. This study explores the
classification schemes and linguistic patterns embedded in the very fabric of
toponyms in Iran and India, offering an in-depth look at this fascinating field.
Through this study, the author hopes to provide a deeper knowledge of the
historical and cultural contexts of these two dynamic countries by investigating
these categories, and trends. The examination will provide insight into how
people interacted with their surroundings, how languages changed over time, and
what principles these enduring names represent. To this end, the classification of
data was done based on transacted material, proper personal name, country, and
city name, ecological factors or astronomical objects, zoological and flower
categories, and colors to find the similarities and differences. The historical,
cultural, and linguistic landscapes of Iran and India are illuminated by this
research. The results added to the growing body of knowledge in toponymy and
provided a distinctive viewpoint on the intricate web of place names in Iran and
India.
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Strategic Changes in the Indo-Iran Relations (2000-2023)
Mandana Tishehyar!

Abstract

Although the long-standing ties and friendship between Iran and India have a
long history and according to Jawaharlal Nehru, no two nations in the world are
as close to each other as Iranians and Indians, however, in the 21st century,
relation between the two countries has fluctuated greatly and is declining. From
the beginning of the talks on strategic partnership between the two countries that
mentioned in Khatami-Vajpayee joint statement, until today (2024), that India
pursues “Think West” policy and Iran follows a “Look East” policy, relations
between the two countries has reached its lowest level in various dimensions. In
this paper, the author tries to show how the main trends of cooperation between
Iran and India in the last two decades have been declining. It will then examine
the consequences of declining cooperation between Iran and India for both
countries, and finally examine some strategies for improving relations between
the two countries.

Keywords: Iran, India, Strategic partnership, Think West policy, Regional
security, Look East Policy
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Journeys of Identity: An Analysis of Dislocation, Relocation, and Diasporic
Constructs among the Indian Diaspora during and after the Colonial Era
in Kiran Desai’s ‘The Inheritance of Loss’

Marzieh Izadi'

Abstract

Dislocation and relocation can serve as pivotal moments in an individual's life,
ushering in cultural upheaval with significant ramifications for the individuals,
society and culture particularly among colonized nations such as India. In the
novel "The Inheritance of Loss" (2006), by Kiran Desai, Indian characters
grapple with dislocation amidst colonial hegemony and colonization, offering a
poignant representation of diaspora and the multifaceted issues it encompasses.
Through characters like The Judge, Sai, and Biju, the novel explores the
complexities of diasporic identities, portraying themes of alienation, cultural
loss, and the struggle for acceptance. Set in Kalimpong, India, the narrative
illustrates how characters such as Jemubhai Patel experience dislocation and
alienation both in Britain and upon their return home. The concept of 'becoming'
is shown to shape cultural identities under the dominating influence of
colonizers, resulting in fragmented selves and a loss of self-respect. The
characters' encounters with humiliation and 'Otherness' highlight the challenges
of diasporic existence and the longing for a sense of belonging in a world in
constant flux. The method used in this research has been qualitative content
analysis based on the text and context of the novel 'The Inheritance of Loss'. The
findings of the research suggest that dislocation and relocation of the Indian
diaspora results in fragmentation of identity and alienation.

Keywords: Identity, Desai, India, colonialism, dislocation, relocation, diaspora,
Inheritance of Loss
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Navigating Bilateral Relations: The Strategic Imperative of Smart Power
in Iranian-Indian Dynamics

Maziar Mozaffari Falarti'

Abstract

In the context of Iranian-Indian relations, the dynamic of smart power
arguably plays a crucial role in shaping their bilateral interactions. The concept
of smart power, blending elements of hard power and soft power in a synergistic
manner, presents a strategic framework for both nations to navigate their
geopolitical landscape effectively. While hard power embodies visible and well-
funded aspects, soft power encapsulates cultural, social, and economic influences
that can be leveraged for mutual benefits. The evolving relationship between Iran
and India underscores the need for a balanced approach that integrates both forms
of power to advance shared interests efficiently. Despite historical, cultural, and
geographical proximity, the trade ties between Iran and India have faced
challenges, particularly amidst shifting foreign policy paradigms and external
influences from countries like the United States, Israel, and Saudi Arabia. The
conference abstract highlights the imperative for Iranian and Indian
policymakers to reassess and revitalize their bilateral cooperation by identifying
new avenues for collaboration and overcoming external disruptions. By
harnessing smart power principles, such as combining economic strengths with
diplomatic finesse and cultural affinity, Iran and India can foster a resilient and
prosperous partnership. In conclusion, the abstract emphasizes the pivotal role of
smart power in revitalizing Iran-India relations, underscoring the significance of
political will, strategic planning, and proactive engagement to propel the bilateral
ties to new heights in the evolving geopolitical landscape of Asia and beyond.
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Technical and Strategic Evaluation of India’s Approach to the
Development of Chabahar Port

Mehrdad Elehpour!

Abstract

The question that the author of the current research is trying to answer with a
descriptive-analytical approach is that how is India's view on the development of
Chabahar evaluated from a technical and strategic point of view? The hypothesis
raised in front of the mentioned question indicates that from a technical point of
view, India's role in Chabahar is mainly exploitation, and the development of
infrastructure is the responsibility of Iran. This is despite the fact that considering
the costs and within the framework of a transit point of view, the beneficiary
countries should have serious participation in the construction and completion of
infrastructure projects, but since New Delhi's action towards Tehran is in full
compliance with the framework is under the sanctions of the United States, so
this country has not put the development of the port on its agenda so far. From a
strategic point of view, due to geopolitical changes, including the establishment
of the Taliban in Afghanistan and the increasing entanglement of India with the
United Arab Emirates and the Zionist regime in the establishment of the new
"Arab-Med" transit route, Chabahar is of previous importance and priority for
New Delhi from a transit point of view. and the main interests of India to be in
Chabahar will be focused on competing with Pakistan and China.

Keywords: Chabahar Port, Makran Coastal Region, Islamic Republic of Iran,
India, Transit Corridor
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India’s Economic Trade Relations with BRICS Members under Modi’s
Policy in the Case of FTA

Mohammad Amin Karimi Kaha'

Abstract

BRICS is an example of multilateral cooperation between countries which
promotes intra-group interaction and considers the national interests of each
member. Trade relations are one of the important priorities for cooperation
among members of BRICS by the horizon of south-south cooperation, which has
increased the inclinations of states in this era to reach more economic relations.
When Narendra Modi won the 2014 election, he sought to follow India’s national
interests by enhancing foreign relations in terms of promoting the "first
neighbors" idea and seeking the NAM policy in the south-south cooperation era.
The Indian government's economic cooperation in BRICS is the basic reason for
interaction among countries and its foreign relations in the regional institute, but
not limited in this era, it is also has been generalized beyond the regional groups,
and by open regionalism, the bilateral relation subset the multilateralism is going
on shaping the map way of countries for further cooperation. The open regional
relations allowed India to promote its economic diplomacy during Modi’s
leadership in the same as its influential power in international institutions, so, the
main issue is that India is pursuing free trade agreements with other major
members of the BRICS independent from the institutional rules and by these
terms, this study focuses on Modi’s policy as an important political actor toward
bilateral trade agreements with major members of BRICS under economic
priorities.
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Indian Music and Musicians in an Indo-Persian Treatise of Wonders:
Ma‘lamat al-afaq

Mohammad Golshan!

Abstract

Establishing a substantial collection of Indo-Persian literature has made it
possible to explore the Persianate world’s historical and scientific contributions
to the development of sciences and arts, notably music. A critical overview of
Indo-Persian literatures suggests that a number of these treatises are expressly
devoted to music enumerated up to about two hundred treatises produced in
Persian encompassing the development and intellectual debates surrounding
Indian music. On the flip side, Indian music-relevant hints may also be
encountered in a variety of Indo-Persian treatises whose main focus is not music.
A manuscript (also available as lithograph) with Indian music clues is a book on
geography and wonders of the world, ma‘limat al-afaq by Amin al-Din Khan
Haraw1 (18th century) in late Mughal period, expressly during Aurangzeb.
Although a concise presentation, the author alludes to Indian music in a wide
range of references, notably Indian musicians’ standing in court, music principles
and fundamentals, musicians’ ethnicities, and musical instruments. Accordingly,
locating the fundamental sources to investigate the subject of music clues, it is
worth considering what depth of understanding one may glean from this book on
Indian music. Basic questions in this essay would be answered foremost on the
premise of his reference to music, sourcing primarily on tashrih al-agwam and
treatises on Indian music to expound on various hints in Ma‘limat al-afaq.
Besides, it is also critical to highlight the author’s stance toward Indian music,
argumentatively.
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The Impact of Iran’s Corridor Position on Iran-India Relations

Mohammadreza Dehshiri; Mohammad Hossein Binandeh Dehaghani'!

Abstract

In the simplest definition, an international corridor is a highly economical
route for the transportation of goods and people that passes through the territory
of several countries. The corridor position of the Islamic Republic of Iran has
always been emphasized due to its unique geographical location, since it is one
of the important axes of land and sea trade, and as a crossroads of civilizations,
it has the ability to create communication links in the regional arena. Currently,
this corridor has been affected by two regions, Eurasia and the Indian
subcontinent. The war between Hamas and the Zionist regime has led to the non-
operationalization of the IMEC project, on the other hand, the Chabahar port
development project by India has caused this actor's approach to affect Iran's
maritime corridor. Iran's special position and access to open waters can turn Iran
into one of the world's four corridors. It should be noted that the corridor is not
just a transportation route and Iran's position as a corridor can lead to an increase
in economic and political cooperation between Iran and India. Therefore, the
current article, within the framework of the theory of new regionalism and inter-
regionalism, aims to investigate how, in the light of Iran's corridor position, we
can witness the evolution of economic and political relations between Iran and
India.
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Representation of India Pakistan Tensions in Bollywood (2015-2020): Case
Study of Bajrangi Bhaijaan and Tiger Zinda Hai Films

Mohammad Mohammadzadeh'!

Abstract

One of the most significant problems in South Asia is the tension between
India and Pakistan. In this region of Asia, hostilities between these two nations
have impacted numerous political, security, military, and cultural issues.
Numerous public and private organizations in these nations, especially the mass
media, exhibit similar conflicts. One of these establishments is the movie theater,
which is a potent medium for portraying conflicts. A lot of work has gone into
examining how political conflicts are portrayed in movies. An attempt has been
made to analyze how tensions between India and Pakistan are portrayed in two
Indian films, Bajrangi Bhaijaan, and Tiger Zinda Hai, by explaining some of the
articles in this respect. Constructivism theory has been applied to elucidate the
elements of religion and identity, as they are among the factors mentioned in
these movies. This theory has done a good job of explaining why Indian films
have behaved in two different ways regarding tensions before and after 2015.
Based on the findings, these movies have attempted to challenge the shared
standards between Pakistan and India by embracing religious and identity
plurality. Indian cinema first attempts to present Pakistanis as an independent
nation within India, and then it lessens the ideological divide.

Keywords: Representation, India, Pakistan, Identity, constructivism, religion,
cinema
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Power to Gas Technology and The Future of Iran- India Cooperation in
the Energy Market

Mohammad Soltanian'

Abstract

The electricity sector is playing a key role in India’s economy during its
economic reform toward becoming a leading economy. There were some
endeavors from the government after economic reform in 1991 to open the
energy mix to new energy sources, especially those that are effective in shifting
to clean energy sources. Natural gas as an effective energy source in the
electricity sector is gaining more attention in India. It was after 2004 that the
LNG infrastructure became operational in India to cover needed natural gas from
abroad. International challenges and unforeseen negative entropies like the
Pandemic in 2019 are challenges that would make Indian policymakers
reconsider their view on energy security. International sanctions against Iran
during the past decades made some energy-related projects like IPI undone
between Iran and India. New technology could play its role as a game changer
and create new opportunities between these two countries to move toward a new
era. Regarding the existing potential in India, power-to-gas (P2G) infrastructures
may pave the way for different industries including the electricity sector to meet
their needed energy in s more environmentally friendly manner. P2G technology
plays a promising role in the energy storage challenge to solve problems related
to the savings produced energy by clean energy sources. In this paper, the author
tries to provide insights into how Iran and India could employ P2G technology
to enhance energy security promote sustainability, and increase bilateral
cooperation in the energy sector.

Keywords: P2G, Natural Gas, Energy Security, Iran-India Economic
Cooperation
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The Role of Moral and Philosophical Teachings of Mahabharata in the
Excellence of Indian Culture

Mohammad Taheri'; Naser Gharekhani

Abstract

As one of the largest and oldest literary works in the world, Mahabharata
contains deep moral and philosophical teachings that have had a significant
impact on Indian culture. By describing the story of the war between the Kuru
and Pandu families, this work displays moral principles and values such as
conscientiousness, justice, sacrifice and forgiveness. Also, philosophical
concepts such as freedom of will, karma and the concept of God have been raised
in this work. Examining these teachings shows how this literary work has been
a basis for developing moral and philosophical values in Indian society over the
centuries. These values have been expressed in the form of beliefs, behaviors and
cultural traditions of India and have finally led to the excellence and richness of
the culture of this country. Therefore, Mahabharata is considered not only a
literary work but also a valuable cultural heritage for India. This article examines
the role of these teachings in the formation of Indian culture and shows how the
Mahabharata has influenced the values, beliefs and behavior of the people of
India throughout history.
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Fields of Cooperation and Convergence between the Islamic Republic of
Iran and India in the South Caucasus Region after the Second Karabakh
War 2020

Mohammadhossein Masoumzadeh'!

Abstract

The second Karabakh war in 2020 made the South Caucasus region undergo
significant changes. The new realities of the region have been decisive for the
way different regional and extra-regional actors act. Meanwhile, less attention
has been paid to India's role in the region and the proximity of this country's
positions to the Islamic Republic of Iran. Based on this, the main question of this
research is what are the fields of cooperation and convergence between Tehran
and New Delhi in the South Caucasus region after the second Karabakh war in
2020? In response to the above question, two main aspects are assumed. Firstly,
in the field of international corridors and increasing Iran's role in international
trade and transit routes, especially the North-South International Corridor and
the Persian Gulf-Black Sea Corridor, the cooperation between Iran and India
complements each other and there is a possibility of synergy and cooperation.
Secondly, this cooperation can re-establish the balance of power in the South
Caucasus, which has been disrupted since the second half of the last decade, and
bring the region to balance. Two countries can play an important role in this
regard. The cooperation between Iran and India in the region can affect the
geopolitical balance in the South Caucasus.
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The Impact of the Collapse of the Bipolar World Order on Iran- India
Political Relations

Mohammadreza Dehshiri; Mohammad Mahdi Khazaei!

Abstract

The collapse of the bipolar world order in 1991 caused the United States to try
to narrate the end of history and form a unipolar international system. However,
the world had a vision based on a multipolar order and is now transitioning to a
new one. Nonetheless, in the 1990s, due to the perception that some countries,
including India, had of the post-Cold War world as a unipolar world, they turned
to reviewing their non-alignment policies and reshaping their foreign policies.
The political relations between Iran and India have not been exempted from the
changes and transformations caused by the collapse of the bipolar world order.
However, it has a long history that goes back to before the subcontinent's
independence from Britain and to ancient times and their common cultural and
linguistic ties are exemplary. Despite Iran’s policy of balanced relations with all
countries within the framework of neither Eastern nor Western policy, its ties
with nations like India were influenced by the new world order. This study
examines the impact of the bipolar world order’s collapse on Iran-India political
relations from the '90s till now. It uses descriptive-analytical methods and library
data to explore how this has affected their political convergence or divergence.
The authors argue that Iran and India have strived to maintain moderate bilateral
political relations independently in the post-bipolar world. However, third
countries like the U.S. and Pakistan, and crises such as the Afghanistan crisis,
have influenced these relations.
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The Future of Iran-India Energy Cooperation in the Post-COVID World:
A Comprehensive Analysis

Mohsin Shaikh!; Fatemeh Khalili

Abstract

The energy cooperation between Iran and India has a rich historical foundation
that spans several decades, characterized by a robust trade relationship, However,
recent global events have disrupted this collaboration. This paper provides a
comprehensive analysis of the future prospects of Iran-India energy cooperation
in the post-COVID world, with a specific focus on oil and gas imports. The
upcoming 2024 USA presidential election introduces a significant element of
uncertainty as the election outcome could potentially impact US sanctions on
Iran, consequently affecting India's energy imports from the country.
Furthermore, regional energy security concerns, particularly in the Arabian Sea
region, as well as the intricate dynamics of India's relationships with Pakistan
and China play a pivotal role in shaping the future. The Iran-Pakistan gas
pipeline, known as the Peace Pipeline or IP Gas, stands out as a key project that
could enhance this energy cooperation. Additionally, the ongoing Russia-
Ukraine conflict has led to a rise in oil imports by India from Russia, further
impacting the dynamics of energy trade in the region. Despite these challenges,
both nations share a keen interest in strengthening their energy ties and recognize
the mutual benefits such cooperation can bring. In conclusion, the future of Iran-
India energy cooperation hinges on navigating the complex geopolitical
landscape and overcoming existing challenges. Forecasts suggest that with
strategic planning and diplomatic efforts, Iran and India have the potential to
emerge as key players in the evolving global energy market, fostering a
prosperous future for their energy collaboration and partnership.

Keywords: Iran-India Relations, Energy Cooperation, Oil Export Policy, India,
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Beyond Borders: Comparative Analysis of Indian and Iranian Diasporas
in Britain

Mosleh Daneshvar!

Abstract

In this review paper, we delve into a comparative analysis of the Indian and
Iranian diasporas in Britain, examining how these varied communities shape and
contribute to the nation’s multicultural fabric. These diasporas differ notably in
size, historical roots, and migration motives, yet each provides profound insights
into the processes of cultural integration, identity formation, and maintaining
transnational ties. Through an interdisciplinary lens, we analyze sociological
data, cultural studies, and policy impacts to better understand the distinct
experiences of each group within the British context. The Indian diaspora, being
one of the largest and most entrenched in Britain, exhibits a broad range of
socioeconomic achievements and cultural impacts. This group is characterized
by significant political involvement and robust community solidarity. In contrast,
the Iranian diaspora, though smaller and more recent, is made up predominantly
of political refugees and highly skilled migrants, each navigating their integration
and identity in uniquely challenging ways. This paper underscores the
importance of social structures—including community organizations, religious
groups, and business networks—in fostering the integration and identity of these
diasporas. We also explore how British immigration policies and global
geopolitical shifts affect these communities. By investigating the obstacles and
opportunities these diasporas face, this study enhances our understanding of
multiculturalism in Britain.

Keywords: Diaspora, Iranian diaspora, Indian diaspora, the UK,
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Cultural Diplomacy Between Iran and India through Shared Roots of
Handicrafts

Nasrin Kazemi!

Abstract

The shared roots between Iranian and Indian handicrafts can contribute to
cultural mutual understanding. This can impact cross-cultural collaborations on
preserving heritage techniques and promoting cultural diplomacy. The shared
roots of Indian and Iranian handicrafts can be traced back to ancient times when
both regions were centers of cultural exchange along the historic Silk Road. Over
the centuries, trade routes facilitated the movement of techniques between these
two countries. Both countries have a long history of producing exquisite textiles
and carpets. The intricate designs and vibrant colors found in both Indian and
Iranian handicrafts reflect a shared aesthetic sensibility and attention to detail
that can influence contemporary artisans between them. However, the shared
roots of Indian and Iranian handicrafts can have a significant impact on cultural
relationships between them in several ways, including cultural exchange as the
recognition of shared artistic heritage can foster a sense of cultural kinship and
mutual respect; diplomatic relations centered around handicrafts to create
opportunities for dialogue, collaboration, and cooperation in other areas; tourism
promotion through recognition of shared roots in handicrafts to attract tourists
interested in exploring the cultural heritage of both countries; educational
opportunities in the field of handicrafts to provide opportunities for artisans and
designers.
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Women Prime Ministers in the Indian Subcontinent: A Comparative
Analysis and Survey of Historical Trends

Nasrin Mosaffa'

Abstract

The distance of women from the field of politics is historical and despite
extensive international and national efforts and progress, they are still different
from men in their presence in high political positions. Paying attention to the
historical situation, the course of political and legal developments leading to the
participation of women at the two levels of the masses and the elites and its
explanation and analysis are among the important issues in women's studies as
well as comparative politics. A look at the social, political and historical
landscape of the Indian subcontinent indicates the presence of women in the
highest decision-making positions in society and political power in four
countries. Even the first woman to be elected president of the United Nations
General Assembly in the international arena is from India, she was elected in
1952. The main question of the article is why the presence of women in the
highest political positions in India, Sri Lanka, Pakistan and Bangladesh is
analyzed with the example of four powerful women Bandaranaike in Sri Lanka,
Indira Gandhi in India, Benazir Bhutto in Pakistan and Zia Khalidi in
Bangladesh. Also, how did all four countries of the Indian subcontinent have a
female prime minister even earlier than the western countries, is it based on
parliamentary democracy? How are the conditions of their coming to power and
under the influence of what individual and structural factors? What have been
the results of their presence in high political positions in the framework of the
theories of women's studies?
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The Economic Impacts of the Dowry System in India

Nikta Emamjomeh!

Abstract

The dowry system in India, a cultural tradition where the bride's family
provides gifts, money, or property to the groom and his family during marriage.
the practice has evolved into a complex and problematic phenomenon. Historical
analysis reveals ancient origins, suggesting it once served as financial support
for newlyweds or the bride's security in unforeseen circumstances but in modern
days the trend has shifted dramatically. The economic implications of the dowry
system in India are profound, affecting both individuals and society. For many
parents, the expense associated with their daughter's marriage constitutes a
significant financial burden, leading to indebtedness and financial hardship.
Economic factors intertwine with social pressures, reinforcing traditional gender
roles and considering the bride a financial burden. This can result in families
prioritizing dowries over education for girls, perpetuating gender inequality. The
dowry system is linked to various social issues as well, including domestic
violence and harassment. Despite legal efforts, dowry-related disputes can
escalate to dowry deaths, emphasizing the urgent need for comprehensive
reforms. The financial burden placed on the bride's family influences decisions
about women's education and workforce participation, perpetuating gender
inequality and limiting opportunities for women. This paper adopts trend analysis
to scrutinize dowry trends and their economic impacts, using data from the World
Bank. Cultural economics provides a framework to analyse how cultural factors
influence economic decisions related to dowry, addressing this deeply rooted
issue requires comprehensive efforts, encompassing legal reforms, societal
awareness, and a transformative cultural shift towards values of equality and
mutual respect.

Keywords: Dowry system, economic implications, social issues, cultural
economics, gender inequality, societal reforms, socio economic issue.
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Breaking Barriers: Women’s Role in Shaping Modern Indian Culture

Parisa Ehteshamnia'

Abstract

The change and transformation of the role of women in Indian society is
somewhat similar to an alternating curve. In the Vedic era, women enjoyed a
relatively good position in Indian society and had a suitable environment to
elevate their spirits and develop their thoughts. In the period of Sharia law which
started in the first centuries AD, the status of women changed and became
inferior within the framework of religious laws and institutions. After the arrival
of the Mongols in India and their domination over this society, all social affairs
were assigned to men, and women were confined inside the house. With the
arrival of Muslims and then the British to India the active role of women was
reduced and they served men as slaves. Today, Indian women, on the one hand,
are considered incarnations of Hindu gods named Lakshmi and Sarasvati and on
the other hand, they are treated like unpaid slaves. This article explores the
evolving situations, achievements, and challenges faced by women, pressing
their impact on societal morals, professional disciplines, and cultural paradigms.
By examining the shifting of gender dynamics, this article aims to illuminate the
vital part of women in reconsidering and reshaping the modern Indian cultural
narrative.

Keywords: Barriers, Culture, India, Society, Women
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India-China relations from the perspective of political economy from 2001
to 2022

Qasem Yousufzay'

Abstract

India and China are two important powers not only in Asia, but globally. The
relationship between these two will determine the fate of Asia. The history of
relations between these two countries is full of ups and downs that have affected
the fate of the whole of Asia. Although both were encroached by the West from
the middle of the 19th century to the middle of the 20th century, they were finally
able to go their own way and become an important power in the field of politics
and economy in the 20th century. The purpose of the current research is to
investigate the political economy of India and China. Therefore, the question is,
from what point of view do India and China look at each other? In response to
the question raised, the hypothesis is stated that India and China's view of each
other is in the middle of competition and cooperation and they have used both
tools of power and wealth to excel in their positions. which can be explained by
mercantile economic approach. This research analyzes and evaluates the data
qualitatively. The results show that politics in India and China has determined
the economic actions of both countries in the region and beyond on one hand and
their relations with each other on the other hand. Important Indian and Chinese
companies and their investments in various fields indicate the determination of
power in the economy.

Keywords: Economic policy, international political economy, foreign
investment, neo-mercantilism, India and China
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The Role of Political Relations in the Tourism Development of Countries
(Iran and India as a Case Study)

Sajjad Ferdowsi!

Abstract

The tourism industry is affected by many factors, including the political
relations of countries. Based on this, the current research was written with the
aim of investigating the impact of political relations on the tourism development
in the two countries of Iran and India. The current research was done using a
descriptive-analytical method and the data were obtained from related
institutions. Iran has a lot in common with India politically, culturally,
historically, and religiously. However, studies indicate that despite the many
commonalities in various fields between the two countries of Iran and India, the
tourism development between these two countries has not been able to reach an
acceptable level. Favorable political relations between countries are very
effective in the development of tourism due to the creation of security, which is
the result of political interactions. However, although Iran and India have
relatively favorable political relations, India has subordinated its relations with
Iran to other considerations, mainly American considerations. This has also
challenged the tourism development and tourist exchange between the two
countries. However, recently, Iran has been trying to ease the conditions of travel
to Iran for Indian tourists by taking some measures, including the cancellation of
travel visas for Indian nationals. Nevertheless, it seems that as long as India does
not want to regulate its political relations with Iran without American
considerations, it cannot be expected that other measures at the micro level will
contribute much to the growth of tourist exchange between the two countries.

Keywords: Political Relations, Tourism, Iran, India, Foreign Policy.

! University of Tehran
Email: sajad.ferdowsi@ut.ac.ir



56 | The Second International Conference on Indian Studies

Understanding Personal Status in India: A Comprehensive Guide to Legal
Rights and Social Implications

Sajjad Ghorbani Disfani'!

Abstract

Personal status refers to the legal rights and obligations that individuals have
in matters related to marriage, divorce, inheritance, and adoption. In India,
personal status is governed by various laws and customs that vary depending on
one's religion, community, and personal beliefs. This comprehensive guide aims
to shed light on the legal aspects and social implications of personal status in
India. Personal status plays a significant role in the lives of individuals in India.
Understanding the legal rights and obligations attached to personal status matters
is crucial for ensuring justice, equality, and the protection of individual rights.
By being aware of the diverse personal laws and the social implications they
entail, we can contribute to the ongoing discussions and reforms aimed at
creating a more equitable and just society. It is imperative to stay informed,
engage in constructive dialogue, and work towards a legal framework that
upholds the principles of equality, justice, and individual rights. By doing so, we
can help shape a society where personal status is governed by laws that are fair,
inclusive, and in line with the values of a modern and progressive India.

Keywords: Personal status, India, Legal rights, Marriage, Divorce, Inheritance,
Adoption
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Bharat Caste-based Political Order

Salar Karjalian'

Abstract

India, a land of diversity and contrasts, is no stranger to the intricate interplay
between its ancient social fabric and the contemporary political landscape. At the
heart of this complexity lies the centuries-old caste system, a hierarchical social
structure that has not only shaped the socio-cultural dynamics but has also deeply
penetrated the realms of Indian politics. The intersection of caste and politics in
India forms a compelling narrative, weaving through historical injustices,
electoral strategies, and ongoing efforts towards social justice. As we delve into
the intricate layers of this topic, it becomes evident that the influence of caste in
Indian politics is not a mere artifact of the past but a living force that continues
to shape political identities, electoral alliances, and policy formulations. From
the ballot boxes that echo the voices of diverse caste communities to the corridors
of power where policies are crafted, the impact of caste is both profound and
pervasive. This article tries to explore the multifaceted role of caste in Indian
politics. It seeks to unravel the historical roots that bind these two realms,
examining the evolution of political strategies, the implementation of reservation
policies, the emergence of caste-based parties, and the persistent challenges that
confront a nation aspiring for social equality. Finally, it aims to find how the
Caste system affects India’s current political structure and how the current
government handles the old system in these times of political and social changes.

Keywords: India, Caste, Politics, Race, Discrimination, colonialism
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India’s Attitude towards BRICS Member States
Samin Soltani'; Shirin Khoshabi

Abstract

This article attempts to address the history as well as how an institution such
as BRICS is formed. What is important in this study is that each of these countries
tries to pursue their national and national interests in the international arena, but
what causes a change in this kind of attitude is an institution such as BRICS,
which causes countries to cooperate and participate in this cooperation due to the
interference of the interests of. The Prime Minister of India has stated that BRICS
plays a significant role in the fight against terrorism and the promotion of the
global economy. They called for reforms in the United Nations, especially the
Security Council and other international bodies such as the World Trade
Organization. What we're trying to look at in this study is how international
bodies like BRICS can influence countries' relations. China is a serious threat to
India given its provocations and how Russia uses India as a country to balance
China's actions. In this article we're going to look at India's attitude towards other
BRICS member states as well as their performance in this institution.

Keywords: International organization, BRICS, Foreign policy, China, India
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Investigating the Economic and Trade Relations between Iran and India
during Modi’s Premiership

Sara Akhlagh'!

Abstract

This paper delves into the multifaceted landscape of economic and trade
relations between Iran and India, meticulously examining the challenges,
influencing factors, and opportunities that define this strategic partnership.
Focused on the contemporary era, particularly during Narendra Modi's Prime
Ministership, the study sheds light on the historical context of bilateral ties,
unveiling the gradual evolution of economic collaboration between the two
nations. Addressing challenges, the paper scrutinizes geopolitical complexities,
trade restrictions, and infrastructure limitations that impede the seamless flow of
goods and investments. By employing a comprehensive approach, the analysis
considers the impact of currency fluctuations and global economic uncertainties
on the stability of Iran-India trade relations. Moreover, the paper identifies
pivotal factors shaping this economic alliance, such as shared cultural affinities,
complementary economies, and strategic geopolitical positioning. A particular
emphasis is placed on Modi's initiatives, including the development of the
Chabahar Port, and their role in overcoming infrastructural constraints. The study
also explores opportunities for growth, recommending strategies for
diversification of traded products, joint investment projects, and the negotiation
of trade facilitation agreements. Ultimately, this research provides a nuanced
understanding of the intricacies defining the economic and trade relations
between Iran and India, offering insights that are instrumental for policymakers,
businesses, and scholars invested in fostering sustainable and mutually beneficial
collaborations between these two nations.

Keywords: Iran-India trade relations, Economic relations, Modi’s Prime
Ministership, Sanctions
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Reel Life Realities: Exploring the Socio-Cultural Impact of Fictional
Television Productions in India

Saurav Chattopadhyay'

Abstract

In this study, I will employ fictional television production to investigate the
dynamics of overdetermination in both real life and reel life in India. Everyone
knows that sound and images have a huge impact on social discourse and the
community's quiet consent. My primary focus will be fictional television
production, as daily soap operas, whether in regional or major industrial
languages, have a significant impact on Indian homes. Does it influence social
consciousness, education, desire, and decision-making? In what other way does
it change the overall outlook of a community, and consequently a nation? In the
process of defining and investigating the role of this issue, I'd like to discuss
several eras of television production fiction and their qualities in the community's
consciousness. As a synthesis, I'd like to consider what cultural manifestations
these visuals and sounds may have in society in the future as well as the
characteristics of economic liberalization.

Keywords: Fictional Television Productions, Socio-Cultural Impact, Indian
Households, Media Influence, Cultural Manifestation
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The Impact of Tourism on Bilateral Relations between Iran and India

Sayeh Davoudi!

Abstract

Tourism, as one of the crucial factors in international interactions and cultural
exchange, plays a significant role in the development and enhancement of
bilateral relations. This article delves into the examination of the relationship
between tourism and bilateral relations between Iran and India. Given the nature
of the subject and the research objective, the prevailing research method is
descriptive-analytical. The necessary data and information have been compiled
through archival sources, consulting relevant journals, and pertinent books. In
this study, the cultural and social impacts of tourism on people-to-people
relations and cultural exchange between Iran and India are initially explored.
Subsequently, an analysis of the political impacts of tourism on strengthening
communications between the two countries is conducted. The findings of this
research demonstrate that the effects of tourism can be observed directly and
indirectly at various levels of governmental and people-to-people relations. In
this regard, the development of the tourism industry and the establishment of
suitable platforms for attracting tourists and fostering cultural exchange can
contribute to deepening and strengthening the bilateral relations between these
two countries. Cultural and social interactions among tourists and hosts can lead
to increased understanding and mutual respect between diverse communities,
thereby strengthening cultural bonds. Due to the cultural, religious, and historical
similarities existing between Iran and India, attention to this market can
potentially increase the influx of tourists to Iran. Moreover, tourism can wield
significant political influence, which can be reflected in shaping a country's
international image and credibility.

Keywords: Tourism, Bilateral Relations, Iran, India, Cultural Exchange
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East Africa’s Indian Diaspora Tracing Threads of Identity and Influence

Seyed Mohammad Hossein Hosseini!

Abstract

This study examines East Africa's Indian diaspora, exploring identity, socio-
economic roles, and cultural integration. Through a multidisciplinary approach,
it unravels historical roots and contemporary dynamics, shedding light on
diasporic experiences and their impact on regional landscapes. The Indian
diaspora in East Africa, spanning Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Rwanda, and
Burundi, embodies a rich tapestry of identities shaped by historical migrations
and cultural interactions. Their arrival and establishment in East Africa at the end
of the 19th century coincided with the colonization of countries such as Uganda,
Kenya, Tanganyika, and Zanzibar by the British. Initially, many Indians
migrated to the region as part of the British colonial army and service forces,
contributing to the socio-economic landscape and cultural dynamics of the
region. Rooted in Indian traditions, they've forged unique hybrid identities,
blending Indian customs with local African traditions. Across generations,
they've significantly contributed to the region's development through
entrepreneurship, impacting sectors like retail, manufacturing, and finance.
Additionally, their expertise in fields such as medicine, engineering, and
education has driven progress across diverse industries. Engaging actively in
politics, they advocate for community interests and democratic processes,
amplifying their voices through involvement in governance and political
campaigns. Indian diaspora organizations serve as platforms for political
mobilization and collective action, fostering dialogue on matters ranging from
social welfare to international diplomacy. Leveraging their cultural affinities and
economic resources, they contribute to regional stability and intercultural
exchanges, enriching international relations. Ultimately, the Indian diaspora
epitomizes resilience and diversity, shaping the socio-economic and political
landscape of East Africa. Exploring their multifaceted narratives offers profound
insights into diasporic communities' influence and contributions to the region's
development and cultural richness.

Keywords: East Africa, Indian diaspora, Identity, Socio-economic roles,
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India and Iran’s look East policy: The Gap between Iran’s Perception and
India’s Behavior

Seyyed Ahmad Fateminezhad'

Abstract

After independence, India has always been among the important actors in
Iran's foreign policy. This position of India is due to the different roles that Iran
has defined for it: First, India was of interest to Iran as a non-aligned third world
actor; Then, as one of the important players in South Asia and the international
system, the state was noticed by Iran's foreign policy makers; Finally, from Iran's
point of view, New Delhi has been one of the axes of the East and the new
multilateral international order. What is in focus here is the recent role of India.
Iran's foreign policy was initially based on rejecting any alliance with the great
powers, but in recent decades, this traditional approach has been somewhat
revised by looking to the East. The main question of this article is why, despite
Iran's emphasis on looking to the East and India's pivotal position in the
international multilateral order, the relations between the two have not developed
as they should? It seems that there is a significant gap between India's multilateral
behavior and Iran's perception of it. India's multilateralism is defined in
interaction with the existing international order, and especially with the western
developed countries, but Iran's perception of the East is a confrontational and
relatively cold war approach. This has caused that despite the existing potentials,
we do not see deep cooperation between India and Iran.

Keywords: India, Iran, Look East Policy, multilateralism, Bilateral Relations
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The impact of visa cancellation laws on the development of health tourism
in Islamic Republic of Iran - a case study of BRICS member countries

Shadi Khalilolahi'

Abstract

Health tourism is one of the types of tourism. Medical tourists travel to another
country to get medical care. Cost effective medical services along with well-
known physicians in Iran provide a good opportunity to promote Medical
Tourism. Meanwhile visa obtain process rules could consider as one of the
obstacles for patients in choosing the travel destination. In this article we review
the effectiveness of new unilateral visa cancellation law for 33 countries included
India. Considering the countries, it is possible to take advantage of cultural,
religious and regional commonalities in the direction of medical marketing and
use them with a detailed planning to attract medical tourism and generate foreign
currency to the country. Methodology: The present study is applied in terms of
purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of method. This study is based on
field studies and questionnaire distribution among selected sample through
snowball sampling among 30 medical workers Tehran, Iran. Result: In addition,
the findings indicated a positive and significant effect of carrying out appropriate
strategies, facilitating the conditions for obtaining medical visas in the shortest
possible time, reducing Iran phobia through mass communication, media and
marketing, it is possible to increase the number of health tourists in Iran

Keywords: Medical Tourism, Visa, Iran Health tourism
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The Political Culture of Independence: How Has India Remained
Independent in Its Foreign Policy?

Shayan Afrasiabi!

Abstract

The foreign policy of states, particularly the democratic ones, usually changes
over long periods of time with changing international circumstances and across
different administrations, although some elements of their foreign policy remain
intact. These elements vary between different states and in the case of India it
seems that “independence” is one of them, which is reflected in seemingly
contradictory policies that the country pursues. But, in fact, from its “non-
alignment” approach to world politics in the early Cold War to the “multi-
alignment” approach that it pursues today, India has rarely adhered completely
to any of the world’s political camps and has always tried instead to maintain the
element of independence or flexibility in its foreign policy. This article examines
the question of how has India managed to remain independent in its foreign
relations over its nearly eight decades of independence and with different parties
in power. To examine the question in detail, I focus on Narendra Modi’s two-
term tenure as Indian prime minister from 2014 to 2024 who, despite his
considerable inclination toward the West, has been loyal to the overall approach
of independent foreign policy. This paper suggests that this approach can be
attributed to the vibrant party politics and also to the foreign policy
establishment, nurtured by a powerful underlying political culture that prioritizes
independence. To conduct the study, I will use library research methods to collect
evidence and then analyze them qualitatively.

Keywords: Foreign policy analysis; Indian foreign policy; Independence;
Political culture; Party politics
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Strategic Position of India in the Corridor of India-Middle East-Europe

Sirous Feizi!; Maryam Irannejad

Abstract

At the 18th meeting of leaders of G-20 in New Delhi in September 2023, India,
the United States, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and three selected
European Union countries (Germany, France, and Italy) agreed that an economic
corridor comprising road, rail, and shipping lines would connect India to the
Persian Gulf and then to Israel and finally to Europe. Although there are many
problems facing the construction of this corridor, and its implementation is
somewhat difficult, America storngly supports the initiative of the corridor and
this raises our important question of why America extremely supports this
corridor. It may be the fact that the United States and its allies considers China’s
Belt and Road initiative a threat to their economic and security interests. In fact,
they consider it an initiative for China to colonize the region. Therefore, the US
considers the Corridor initiative as a counterbalance to fulfill even some other
goals: expansion of peace in the Middle East, growth and prosperity in global
economy, and bringing back China to the US side. This article firstly introduces
the Indian initiative and especially deals with its implementation problems, and
then examines strategic importance of this initiative in neutralizing the Chinese
initiative, and finally analyses the importance of progress in this initiative for the
peace and economic prosperity of the region.

Keywords: India’s Corridor Initiative, China’s Belt and Road Initiative, Middle
East Peace, World Economy, G-20
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A Look at the Common Food Culture of Iran and India

Somayyeh Hajinezhad!

Abstract

The outcome of Nader Shah's campaign was the defeat of India and the
surrender of Mohammad Shah, the Mughal emperor. Prior to this, groups from
Iran had migrated to India several times. The Mughal kings of India spoke
Persian and admired Iranian culture. Their court cuisine was Iranian, written in
Persian, court poets in India composed Persian poetry, and on the walls of the
palaces and mosques they built, they inscribed verses of Persian poetry. The era
of "Shah Jahan the Conqueror" and his Iranian wife, known as "Arjumand Banu"
or "Mumtaz Mabhal," reached the pinnacle of Iranian culture in India. During the
reign of this king over India, the cookbook "Nuskha-e-Shahjahani" or "Bread and
Salt" was written in Persian based on the court cuisine of Shah Jahan the
Congqueror. Indian and Iranian culinary schools undoubtedly have many common
roots in both countries, the use of spices such as turmeric, saffron, raisins, dried
apricots, and other spices to add flavor and decoration to dishes is very common.
In Iran and India, bread plays an important role in daily nutrition. Famous breads
include Iranian tandoori bread and Indian roti. Both countries have a wide variety
of foods, including vegetarian and meat dishes, seafood, desserts, and various
soups.
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Tradition and Modernity in Contemporary India and Iran
Syed Sagib Abbas!

Abstract

This paper examines how the two ancient civilizations of India and Iran have
philosophically and politically delved with the motions of tradition and
modernity in contemporary times, in order to chalk unique pathways which
preserve civilizational identities while also partaking in the journey of progress
simultaneously. The paper will utilize the ideas of the founding fathers of both
the nations and illuminate similarities and divergences in their approach to
identity, nationhood, language, culture etc. in the context of postcolonial state
formation, while also delving into certain policies adopted to further these
principles. It will also highlight how emphasis was given in each nation to carve
a modernity suited to the historical particularity of the respective nations, so that
the indelible specificity of these ancient nations was not lost to the din of
homogenising instinct of cultural westernisation. However, it didn't mean that
the nations lagged behind in the pursuit of modern science and technology. The
paper will finally elucidate upon how the two nations balanced between tradition
and modernity in contemporary times.

Keywords: Tradition, Modernity, Contemporaneity, India, Iran
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Shia Islam and Iranian cultural impacts on Indian culture and language

Yahya Jahangiri!; Laxman Singh

Abstract

Hinduism is now world’s third biggest religion after Christianity and Islam.
Worlds 13% people adhere Hinduism or its culture. Although characteristic of
Hinduism is not like others religion it’s more about culture. The Hindu name was
given to Indians by old Persians. After the 7th century Islam has started spending
in India. Many Hindus got attracted by holistic idea of Islam because of Hazrat
Ali. They were Jats of Sindhs. Apart from the language Hindi which is a Persian
word, another widely spoken language Punjabi also bears a Persian name which
literally means language of Punjab, meaning five river or land of five river.
Iranian architect like Ustad Isaa made design of Taj Mahal which is among the
world’s seven wonder. Persian poetry has paved the path of Islam in South Asia
and they learnt about a new religion Islam which really advocated about
brotherhood, equality and unity. Language is vehicle of culture which carries
some specific culture associated with the speakers. Language of that region
which is called Marathi has a lot of Persian words. Even the current home
minister and second most powerful person in India Amit Shah has a family name
which is Persian. And Amit shah is a Hindu. One of the current cabinet ministers
of India is smriti Irani. Which is again is sign of language and expansion of
culture. The classic case of Nauroj is also remarkable. This is a festival which is
celebrated in many middle eastern and Asian countries

Keywords: India, common culture, Islam, Iran, Shia
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Constructing Colonial Feminism: British Women’s Narrative of Power
and Agency in India

Zeinab Ghasemi Tari'

Abstract

During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, Western female writers
actively participated in and contributed to the construction of British colonial
discourse regarding India. Scholars have noted that the British feminist
movement for individual rights found more success in the Indian colonies than
in their home countries. White middle-class women, marginalized in their own
societies, seized opportunities to exert influence and authority through an
Orientalist lens. While European society remained uncertain about women's
capabilities, these women could assert power in colonial contexts, particularly in
India, where they gained agency and a platform for expression. The concept of
the Memsahib during the colonial period epitomized Orientalist feminism,
rationalizing the colonization of Eastern territories by portraying Oriental men
as oppressive and ruthless, and Oriental women as submissive. Memsahibs often
documented their Indian experiences in journals, letters exchange and poems,
offering researchers insights into their perspectives on Britain, India, and their
interactions with natives. These writings reflect Memsahibs' active participation
in the cultural appropriation of the colonized. These narratives perpetuated the
idea of "white men saving brown women from brown men," as articulated by
Spivak, while also acknowledging agency and paying tribute to white women in
this "civilizing mission." This paper employs imperialist feminism as a
theoretical framework and framing analysis as a methodology to explore how
British white women’s narratives crafted their identity as superior and civilized
compared to their Indian counterparts.

Keywords: Colonial Feminism, Framing, Colonization, India, Memsahib
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