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It is an essential research task to understand the nature of deliberation (Tadabbur) from
the perspective of Quranic scholars, clarify its relations with related terms, and determine
its conceptual boundaries. This study aims to elucidate the nature of the term “Taddabur”
through etymological analysis, explain its lexical meaning, and investigate its Quranic
applications and components from the viewpoint of Quranic scholars. In terms of its
objective, the research is an applied type. The data are collected with a descriptive-
analytical method through library sources and subsequently “testing” and “division”
logical method. The research also uses comparison, adaptation, and deduction techniques.
The contemplator actively engages in understanding the Quran and consciously receives
God's message. The conscious understanding of the divine message is the role that God
has set for the audience of His Word. A deliberative methodology for the comprehension
of Quranic texts and precise references keep the contemplator actively engaged through
all the stages of Taddabur, thereby invigorating them in the process. Given the universal
nature of Taddabur, this method has gained popularity among those interested in Quranic
understanding. Investigating the stages of two samples of Quranic deliberation reveals a
complete alignment between the deliberation process and the stages of discovery learning

in the inductive method, problem-solving, and storytelling.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The understanding of the nature of deliberation (Tadabbur) from the perspective of Quranic
scholars, clarification of its relations with related terms, and determination of its conceptual
boundaries are essential research tasks. This study aims to elucidate the nature of the term
“Taddabur” through etymological analysis, explain its lexical meaning, and investigate its
Quranic applications and the stages of the deliberation process from the viewpoint of Quranic
scholars.

Methodology

This study employs a terminological approach to elucidate the precise meaning of the term
“Taddabur” by a comparative study method for a better understanding of it. In terminology, to
define a term, reference is made to the expressions of practitioners on that term, and, through
the method of “testing and division” , efforts are made to identify the boundaries and limits of
the term. The primary focus of this research is the terminology of Taddabur. Therefore,
employing the “testing and division” logical method is appropriate for this purpose. In the
second part, a comparative study method is used. Comparisons are generally conducted on a
common subject across two or more fields of human knowledge, and it encompasses various
types of content, form, historical context, etc. (Madan-Darayi, 2019). In this case, a comparative
study is done to compare or correlate two terms within the Quranic context.

Findings

A careful examination of the indicators of deliberation (Taddabur) reveals that the
relationship between deliberation and interpretation is absolutely specific. The outcomes of a
contemplator are often considered interpretations of verses; however, the actions of the
contemplator and his/her establishing intimacy with the Quran differ from the interpretation
process. Therefore, deliberation cannot be classified as a subset of interpretation, exegesis, and
inference. In terminology, it is common for a single meaning to be expressed in multiple terms
established from different perspectives and angles. The failure to accurately clarify that
perspective leads to incomplete understanding and inappropriate application of the term in its
specific context. The reason for this conflation in classification is that both interpretation and
deliberation are forms of understanding derived from the apparent meanings of words. It has
been presumed that these two terms constitute two categories of a single principle. However,
the emphasis on minimal and universal understanding in the deliberation process, as proposed
by Quranic scholars and with regard to the guiding nature of deliberation, indicates that the
criterion for distinguishing between interpretation and deliberation is not limited to a single
perspective. In other words, in certain cases, an understanding may belong to the category of
interpretation, while the process itself is one of deliberation. Therefore, it is possible for both
interpretation and deliberation to occur simultaneously within a single act. This suggests that,
in classification, deliberation should not be placed alongside interpretation; otherwise, it
becomes impossible to present a comprehensive definition that accurately delineates the
characteristics of deliberation and interpretation from one another. In contemporary
scholarship, the term “understanding” is synonymous with “education” in Persian or “teaching”
in Arabic. More precisely, “knowledge” is acquired either through the learner's own efforts,
referred to as “understanding”, or it is transmitted to humans through other means, referred to
as “education” or “teaching”.
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The Quran describes itself as a book of guidance for humankind (Quran 2:185). However,
in what manner and through what processes is the guidance of the Holy Quran achieved? A
close examination of this process offers two approaches to the issue of education and teaching
in the Holy Quran. It can be stated that education in the Quran is sometimes teacher-centered
and sometimes student-centered (Awadeh, n.d.). In certain instances, the Quran emphasizes the
learner's abilities, such as reasoning, deliberation, and the contemplation on concepts (Elahi
Zadeh, 2017) and their manner of expression. The Quran encourages the reader to engage in
rational thought and intellectual activity (Farhadian, 1996). Thus, it becomes evident that the
process of deliberation, as emphasized by Quranic scholars, is a mass education (Scientific
Committee, 2012). This education is not teacher-centered; rather, it is discovery learning and a
student-centered teaching method (Mansour Nejad, 2010), and its nature depend on the
presence of a contemplator, or a learner. Discovery learning stands in contrast to acquisition-
based and teacher-centered education (Mir Azim, 2007). If attention is given to this topic, the
criterion for precisely determining the term "Taddabur' and its counterpart, namely the teaching
of the Quran by the Prophet, becomes clear.

Conclusion

A careful examination of the indicators of deliberation (Taddabur) reveals that deliberation
and interpretation are general and specific tasks, respectively. The outcomes of a contemplator
are often considered as the interpretation of verses; however, the actions of the contemplator
and his/her establishing intimacy with the Quran differ from the interpretation process.
Therefore, deliberation cannot be classified as a subset of the terms interpretation, exegesis, and
inference. In terminology, it is common for a single meaning to have multiple terms established
from different perspectives and angles. The failure to accurately clarify that perspective leads
to incomplete understanding and inappropriate application of the term in certain contexts. The
reason for this conflation in classification is that both interpretation and deliberation are forms
of the understanding derived from the apparent meanings of words. It has been presumed that
these two terms constitute two categories of a single principle. However, the emphasis on
minimal and universal understanding in the deliberation process, as proposed by Quranic
scholars, and the careful consideration of the guiding nature of deliberation indicate that the
criterion for distinguishing between interpretation and deliberation is not limited to a single
perspective. In other words, in certain cases, an understanding may belong to the category of
interpretation, while the process itself is of a deliberation type. Therefore, it is possible for both
interpretation and deliberation to occur simultaneously within a single act. This suggests that,
in classification, deliberation should not be placed alongside interpretation; otherwise, it
becomes impossible to present a comprehensive definition that accurately delineates the
characteristics of deliberation and interpretation from one another. In contemporary
scholarship, the term “understanding” is synonymous with “education” in Persian or “teaching”
in Arabic. More precisely, “knowledge” is acquired either through the learner's own efforts,
referred to as “understanding”, or it is transmitted to humans through other means, referred to
as “education” or “teaching”.

The Quran describes itself as a book of guidance for humankind (Quran 2:185). However,
in what manner and through what processes is the guidance of the Holy Quran achieved? A
close examination of this process provides two approaches to the issue of education and
teaching in the Holy Quran. As a response to the research question, it can be stated that
education in the Quran is sometimes teacher-centered and at times student-centered. In certain
instances, the Quran emphasizes the learner's abilities, such as reason, deliberation, the
contemplation of concepts, and the manner of expressing those concepts. The Quran encourages
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the reader to engage in rational thought and intellectual activity. Thus, based on the indicators
of deliberation, it becomes evident that the process of deliberation, as emphasized by Quranic
scholars, is a mass education method which is not teacher-centered; rather, it is discovery
learning and a student-centered teaching method whose nature depends on the presence of the
contemplator, or learner. Also, discovery learning is in contrast to acquisition-based and
teacher-centered education. Given this issue, the criterion for precisely determining the term
'"Taddabur' and its counterpart, namely the teaching of the Quran by the Prophet, becomes clear.
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