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Abstract

The question of the nature of revelation and its occurring ways has long been
considered by Muslim thinkers. In this regard, two major viewpoints are pre-
sented: linguistic revelation (famous view) and non-linguistic revelation. In
this research the Quranic Scholars' viewpoints that believe in non-linguistic
revelation like Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd (modern Quranic scholar) and Mulla
Sadra (traditional Quranic scholar) will be analytically - comparatively in-
vestigated. Both thinkers consider the source of revelation to be divine and
superhuman, but they have differences in approach and method. Using lin-
guistic studies and hermeneutical approach, Abu Zaid explains the nature of
revelation through the experimental method and believes that the external
truth of revelation is influenced from the prophet's (saww) contemporary
culture and his experience and he has an agency role in descending and deliv-
ering of revelation. In his view, a correct understanding of the Qur'an is possi-
ble only in the light of a correct understanding of "revelation interaction with
reality". In contrast, using an intellectual method Mulla Sadra considers that
in the occurring of revelation the prophet (saww) has only a receptacle role
with this explaining that the prophet's (saww) soul due to piety and purity
has been connected to the world of intellect, and then in the phase of convey-
ing the received meaning are imagined in his imagination level, and spread on
the revelation language. Accordingly proportionating to the material world,
the revealed text is disclosed in the form of letters and words.

Keywords: Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd, Non-Linguistic Revelation, Revelation
Being Historical, Revelation interaction with Reality, Perfect Man.
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