b
4

Farhange Razavi

Ko
=
N
=
=

!

N/

Imam Reza (A.S) International
Foundation for Culture and Arts

Online ISSN: 2345-2560

https://www.farhangerazavi.ir sva

0

L7
5
AN

Typology of Pilgrims of the Holy Shrine of Imam Reza (A.S):
A Systematic Review Study”
2 Ali Ashraf Imani @3

* This article is derived from a doctoral dissertation titled ‘A Comparative Study of Cultural Policy Models of the Vatican and the
Astan Quds Razavi.

Ramazanali Izanloo®! Mansour Motamedi

1. Researcher at Department of Religions and Islamic Denominations, Islamic Research Foundation;
PhD Graduate in Religions and Mysticism from Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad,
Iran: ramazanaliizanloo@gmail.com.

2. Associate Professor, Department of Religions and Mysticism, Ferdowsi University of
Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran (Corresponding Author): motamedi@um.ac.ir.

3. Associate Professor, Department of Religions and Mysticism, Ferdowsi University of

Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran: imami@um.ac.ir.

Article Info

Abstract

Article Type:
Research Article

Article History:

Received:
November 05, 2023

In Revised Form:
March 07, 2024

Accepted:
April 13,2024

Published Online:
February 08, 2025

Keywords

The holy shrine of Imam Reza (A.S.) is regarded as the most sacred pilgrimage site
for Muslim Iranians, offering profound and transformative experiences for its visi-
tors. Given its significant status, numerous studies have been conducted to explore
the pilgrims experiences of visitors to this sacred place. The abundance of research
necessitates a systematic pilgrims, which this article aims to provide. For this purpose,
155 articles related to Imam Reza (A.S.) and pilgrimage were identified, from which
10 articles specifically focusing on the typology of pilgrims were extracted. These ar-
ticles were analyzed from various perspectives, including research methodology, data
collection methods, sample populations, objectives, and pilgrimage typologies. Ulti-
mately, the study investigates the underlying causes of diversity in pilgrimage patterns
and types among pilgrims to Imam Reza (A.S.), addressing the central question of this
article while providing a comprehensive framework for categorizing the diverse forms
of pilgrims. The findings indicate that: (a) the predominant methodology employed in
these studies is phenomenology; (b) data collection methods mainly rely on in-depth
interviews with pilgrims, alongside anthropological approaches, observations, lived
experiences of the authors, and analyses of personal writings, petitions, and travel-
ogues; (c¢) the minimum sample size is six and the maximum is thirty participants;
(d) the common aim among most authors is to examine and understand the act of
pilgrimage from the perspectives of pilgrims to the holy shrine of Imam Reza (A.S.)
and their typologies; (e) typologies of pilgrims are presented in various forms reflect-
ing the diverse viewpoints of the authors. Some categorize pilgrims based on faith
patterns, while others distinguish them according to service utilization, religious expe-
rience, and modernization. From the perspective of faith patterns, pilgrimage styles are
divided into doctrinal, traditional, intellectual, ritualistic, circumstantial, functional,
and meaningful categories. Regarding modernization, pilgrimage types include vir-
tual, female, metropolitan, traditional, and modern categories; and in terms of ser-
vice utilization, pilgrims are classified into low-frequency non-individual travelers or
semi-institutional tourists, high-cost short-term travelers or semi-institutional tourists,
and low-cost high-frequency non-institutional tourists.
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Introduction

In religious societies such as Iran, according to national level religiosity sur-
veys, despite the decrease in the practical indicators of religiosity, adherence
to pilgrimage and favoring pilgrimages as one of the components of religiosity
has increased. Nowadays, religiosity has taken various forms. For this reason,
some talk about “patterns of religiosity” and pilgrimage, as one of the important
components of religion, has various modes and styles based on these patterns
of religiosity. Therefore, investigating the pilgrims’ understanding of the act of
pilgrimage and cogniting the religious experience of pilgrimage and its aspects
of perception among pilgrims can help to typologize the search for religious
spirituality among believers. This work is possible as a scientific research by
examining its objective manifestations, including at the level of religious acts
of pilgrimage, and also examining the deep inner perceptions of this religious
experience among pilgrims; This will be possible with the phenomenology of
pilgrimage experience. But the truth of the religious experience of pilgrimage
as a religious experience has characteristics that are the result of intertwining
presence in the holy place, instead of bringing individual and collective rituals as
well as the spiritual pilgrimage of the holy personality.

Also, typological studies of pilgrims will be very useful, both in terms of de-
veloping knowledge of sociology of religion and understanding the social real-
ity of religion in Iran (Poyafar, 2018, pp. 178-179). Also, these typologies help
the policy makers and those involved in pilgrimage, especially the managers of
Astan Quds Razavi, for more accurate, effective and efficient planning and tai-
loring activities, measures and services to interests With the interests and tastes
of every type.

Someone who has been gone to pilgrimage (Mazur) is one of the important
pillars of pilgrimage and religious attitudes, the way pilgrims encounter and state
with this pillar are prominent components of the religious experience of pilgrim-
age. The honor and status of the Mazur depends on his place in the epistemic
system of the institutional religion of the pilgrim. Imam has a high position in
Shia culture.

Imamate is part of the principles of religion and the continuation of the prophet-
hood of the Prophet of Islam and the factor of its survival and continuation, and
the imam stands up to the same duties that were the responsibility of the prophet
and performs them (Sobhani, 1362, p. 9; Milani, 1413, p. 22). . Hence, the shrine
of Imam Ali Ibn Musa Ibn Jafar (a.s.) (148-203 A.H.), known as Imam Reza
(a.s.), the eighth imam and leader of the Shiites, who after his historic and civi-
lizational migration to Khorasan and his martyrdom and burial in this place has
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been and is a place of pilgrimage for millions of Muslim pilgrims from all over
the world. It is considered the holiest place of pilgrimage for Muslim Iranians,
and the deepest and purest pilgrimage experiences of pilgrims can be seen in
this holy place. The location of this shrine has caused research to be done about
the religious experiences of pilgrims in this holy place. Therefore, a systematic
review of studies on the identification of pilgrimage patterns with regard to the
religious experiences of pilgrims, mentioning the differences and commonalities
between these types and examining the causes of variation in pilgrimage patterns
among the pilgrims of Imam Reza (a.s.) is one of the questions and the issues of
this research.

These articles show that the authors have used different bases to examine the
experience of pilgrims and categorize pilgrims based on these experiences. In
this article, we are trying to provide a comprehensive model of these basics and
categorize various types of pilgrims under them.

Typology as a method that has been used before in the theories and researches
of some prominent social science thinkers, along with other types of classifica-
tion methods, can be used as a method to explain and generate concepts be used
in theoretical and even applied research. Typological thinking is one of the capa-
bilities of the human mind after encountering phenomena. Such powers make a
person classify beings and concepts and organize the limitation and amazement
of his mind in the face of the multiplicity of the world of matter and meaning and
have the possibility to recognize differences and similarities (Latfi, 2017). There-
fore, in this article, various research findings on the typology of the pilgrims
of Razavi Holy Shrine are presented in order to determine the similarities and
differences of these types and to design a comprehensive model of the basis of
the diversity of the types of pilgrims. Researchers who have used common prin-
ciples and foundations to present pilgrimage styles and types of pilgrims, there
are many similarities between their findings. Typology of pilgrims examines and
analyzes the behaviors, patterns and characteristics of different pilgrims.

To answer the mentioned issues, this research uses the systematic review meth-
od, which is a type of secondary study and analysis of previous studies.

In the process of this research, the following steps were performed: selection of
search keywords, identification of databases, search and receipt of bibliograph-
ic information of articles from databases, determination of research strategies,
evaluation and selection of articles according to research strategies. Studying
selected articles, final selection of articles according to research strategies and
review of selected articles, extraction and review of data, analysis of findings and
summarization and conclusion.
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The review of the research background in indexing databases showed that so
far no comprehensive study has been done about the typology of the pilgrims
of Razavi Shrine. All articles with Persian scientific-research degree published
during the last decade - 1390/2011 to the end of 1401/2023 with the selection
of specialized keywords, Imam Reza’s pilgrimage experience, Imam Reza’s pil-
grimage phenomenology, Imam’s pilgrimage history Reza (a.s.), the genealogy
of the pilgrims of Imam Reza (a.s.) / the holy shrine of Razavi, the typology of
the pilgrimage of Imam Reza (a.s.) and the typology of the pilgrims of Imam
Reza (a.s.) / the holy shrine of Razavi, and finally, for a comprehensive review
of the sources, search With the general keyword Ziarat and Imam Reza (a.s.) in
the databases of the comprehensive portal of humanities, the database of Noor
specialized journals, the database of the Academic Jihad Scientific Information
Center and the database of scientific publications of the country.

A total of 155 articles were identified with the general topic of Imam Reza (a.s.)
and pilgrimage, and 31 articles were selected by studying the abstracts of these
articles. Also, to ensure complete identification of sources, research background
and reference list of selected articles were studied. Finally, by reviewing and
studying the articles based on the search strategies listed in Table 1, 10 titles of
articles related to the phenomenology of pilgrimage and the typology of pilgrims
of the Holy Shrine of Razavi were examined and finally analyzed.

Findings

The results of this study show that a) the dominant method in these studies
is phenomenology; b) The method of data collection has focused more on in-
depth interviews with pilgrims. However, the method of anthropological studies,
observations and lived experience of these authors, examination of soliloquies,
petitions and travelogues have also been used; ¢) The minimum statistical pop-
ulation was 6 people and the maximum was 30 people; d) The common goal of
most authors has been to investigate and understand the act of pilgrimage from
the perspective of the pilgrims of Razavi’s holy shrine and their genealogy.

Based on the bibliographic data of the articles, 23 researchers had a role in
writing these articles.

Summary and conclusion

These researches present various findings of the typology of pilgrims and there
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are similarities and differences between them. Examining the pilgrims’ under-
standing of the act of pilgrimage and classifying them from different perspec-
tives is the reason for this variety.

Researchers who have used common principles and foundations to present pil-
grimage styles and types of pilgrims, there are many similarities between their
findings. Most of the researchers have made religious patterns as the basis of
the typology of pilgrims. Yousefi et al. (2013), Nodehi et al. (2014), Talebi and
Alipour (2014), Poyafar (2017) and Kermani et al. These researches are mostly
based on Glock and Stark dimensions of religiosity, corresponding to the five
dimensions of action, belief, experience, knowledge and the consequences of
religiosity (Azerbaijani, 2017, p. 100), pilgrimage as one of the religious com-
ponents and the pilgrim have categorized as one of the examples of religiosity.

Fazeli et al. (2016 and 2016) have listed the types of pilgrims based on the
characteristics of the era of modernity and secularization of contemporary Irani-
an society. Women’s pilgrimage, virtual pilgrimage, metropolitan pilgrimage are
considered to be the achievements of modernity, and pilgrims are divided into
three categories: traditional, modern, and pilgrim-tourist.

The typology of pilgrims by Foroughzadeh and Razavizadeh (2013) and Kah-
raman et al. (2014) is fundamentally different from other researches studied in
this article. Because the basis of their typology is different from the basis of other
researchers and they categorize tourists based on the amount of use of the insti-
tutional services of Mashhad.
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1. Secular Pilgrimage
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Collins-Kreiner, Noga(2010), « Current Jewish pilgrimage tourism: Modes and models of development»,

Preliminary Communication, p. 270 -259.
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