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Paradigms of political philosophy and its impact on university governance

Rohollah Eslami”

This paper analyzes the impact of different political philosophy paradigms on
university governance. Six major paradigms in political philosophy are examined:
Classical, Modern and National, Liberal, Information Age, Critical, and Khurasan
Wisdom. Each paradigm, based on its epistemological, anthropological, and political
assumptions, has distinct effects on the structure and functioning of universities. In
the Classical paradigm, universities are virtue- and education-oriented, governed by
philosophy and ethics. In the Modern and National paradigm, universities become
centers for producing human capital for the nation-state, focusing on national
development. Liberal political philosophy directs universities towards independence
from the state and engagement with the market and industry. In the Information Age
paradigm, universities evolve into networked, global entities influenced by digital
transformation and globalization. The Critical paradigm emphasizes universities'
responsibility for social change and justice. Lastly, in the Khurasan Wisdom
paradigm, universities act as institutions committed to Islamic-Iranian virtue and
ethics. This paper aims to analyze these paradigms to explore the role of universities
in political and social governance and propose new models of university governance.
This analysis can assist in designing appropriate governance strategies for
universities in the contemporary era.

Keywords: Political philosophy, university governance, philosophical paradigms,
university, development, national governance, market-driven, Information Age,
social justice, Khurasan Wisdom
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