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Comparative Study of Methods of Attracting and
Promoting Scientific Elites in Prestigious Universities
of the World

Mohammad Reza Aram

Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Faculty of Law and Political Science, Ferdowsi
University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran

Email: mraram@um.ac.ir

Management Summary

One of the most important assets of any country and the promoters of its science and
technology institution is its elites. Leading countries in the field of scientific governance adopt
various policies and programs to attract and retain their scientific elites. The main question of this
research is: “What methods do developed countries use to attract and promote their elites
compared to developing countries?” To answer this question, the methods of attracting and
promoting elites in prestigious universities of the world have been monitored and evaluated using
comparative methods. Studies show that the level of macro and structural analysis instead of the
level of micro analysis, elite-centricity, attention to the needs and growth of the elite instead of
attention to organizations, and proper prioritization and scheduling are the most important
components of science governance in developed countries for attracting and promoting elites.
Accordingly, the most important management points of this policy report are as follows: Student
selection is one of the key factors for the superiority of the world's top universities; University
selection is formed around the three pillars of personality-centeredness, specialization-
centeredness, and academic talent; The best combination for selecting university students is an
emphasis on a committed, creative, researcher, analyst, and high social and team skills. This
combination can lead the country's universities to the fifth-generation university, whose mission
is skill-centeredness and entrepreneurship; University transparency in future plans and designing
macro strategies can keep the university from becoming a political club of governments and inject
hope into the student environment.

Keywords: Human capital; Human resource management; Elite recruitment; student recruitment;
comparative study.
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