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Abstract

Endemic species are of particular importance in conservation biology, biogeography, and
biodiversity management. Conservation and management of endemic species requires
identification and evaluation of these species based on a combination of morphological and
molecular methods. In this study, we reviewed the literature on endemic mammals of Iran. We
first performed a search in the literature to extract specieswhich have been introduced as
endemics and subsequently assessed their distribution and taxonomic status according to the
studies conducted in the past. The results showed that among the 13 candidate species, Iranian
shrew (Crocidura Susiana), noble brush-tailed mouse (Calomyscus grandis), Zagros Mountains
brush-tailed mouse (Calomyscus bailwardi), and Qazvin vole (Microtus gazvinensis) are
endemic to Iran. The hypothesis of endemism was rejected for Lay’s snow vole (Chionomys
layi), Firouz’s jerboa (Scarturus firouzi), Toussi jerboa (Scarturus toussi), and William’s jerboa
(Scarturus williamsi). Further studies are needed to clarify whether Iranian vole (Microtus
irani), Hyrcanian myotis (Myotis hyrcanicus), the subspecies of forest dormouse from central
Iran (Dryomis nitedula pictus), Kerman vole (Microtus kermanensis), Thaler’s jerboa
(Scarturus thaleri), and the population of William’s jerboa (Scarturus williamsi) from Kopet-
Dagh are endemic to Iran.

Keywords: Conservation biology,Endemism, Endemic species, Morphology, Phylogenetics

Yo



