Conservative Judaism and Demands of
the Time An Overview of Its Origins and
Early Stages

Doi: 10.22034/pt.2025.494388.1043

m Zahra Miqani o
PhD in Religion and Mysticism, faculty of Theology, Ferdowsi university,

Mashhad, Iran. T
. VEY sk s e
m Mansour Motamedi S

Associate Professor Department of religion and mysticism, faculty of theolo-
gy, Ferdowsi University, Mashhad, Iran.

Email: motamedi@um.ac.ir

ORCID ID: 0000-0002-1726-1421

Abstract

Conservatism in American Judaism is a well-known movement

with a considerable base of followers. This movement
emerged in response to the needs of Jews seeking a way
to preserve their religious identity while adapting to Amer-
ican society and the expectations of the modern era. This
study aims to demonstrate that Conservatives draw upon

the Ashkenazi interpretive tradition to forge a path between Vv
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the abandonment of Halakha and unconditional adherence
to it. In this regard, we will examine some of the most
prominent contributions and additions of the Ashkenazi ap-
proach to interpretation and halakhic tradition. One of the
noteworthy innovations of the Ashkenazi tradition was the
medieval interpretive style, which aimed to make the con-
tent of the Talmud accessible and practical for the broader
Jewish community. This approach was continued by later
Ashkenazi rabbis, who wrote commentaries on the rabbin-
ic texts of their predecessors. Through this approach, they
ensured halakha remained a living, evolving tradition and,
when required, adapted it to meet the demands of the time
and place. In later centuries, in Eastern Europe, customs
g were considered a key factor in studying halakha. The re-
sult of this path was the accumulation of cultural heritage
e ut‘;/v‘:'jt“ by Conservative leaders, who defended halakha’s flexible

and adaptable nature to make religious practice possible
in the modern era. This article highlights one example of
these achievements, while other outcomes of Conservative
approaches to the demands of the era will be examined in a

separate study.
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