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Comparative Study of the Quality of Life of Elderly Rural Migrants to
Peri-Urban Areas (Case Study: Tabadkan Rural District, Mashhad
County)

Abstract

Nowadays, improving the quality of life is the main goal of all programs and policies and the
common goal of development at the local, national and international levels. The present study
was designed to conduct a comparative study of the quality of life of rural elderly migrants to
the peri-urban areas of the Mashhad metropolis compared to their quality of life before
migration, that is, their quality of life at the origin of migration. The research method is
descriptive-analytical with a comparative approach. In order to follow the quality of life of rural
migrant elderly over time, a "quasi-panel” research design was used. In this study, quality of life
was examined using 12 components and 52 variables on the Likert scale. Cronbach's alpha of
0.81 indicates the desirable reliability of the research instrument. The results of the study show
that the quality of life of villagers in peri-urban villages has improved somewhat compared to
before migration. So that the quality of life of the respondents has increased from 2.39 to 2.68.
Although the quality of life in both time periods is lower than the theoretical median (humber
3), in general, the villagers have stated that their quality of life is more desirable after migration
than before. The improvement in the quality of life of the villagers in peri-urban villages,
despite the poor conditions of these villages, indicates the deterioration of the situation in
underprivileged rural areas. "In addition, peri-urban villages are gradually adopting the
characteristics of the city due to their short distance from the city.

Keywords: Mashhad County, Peri-urban Villages, Tabadkan Rural District, Migration, Quality
of Life, Elderly.




