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ABSTRACT

In the contemporary era, as developing countries integrate into global markets, their
firms and organizations face intensifying competitive pressures from dominant
economic systems. The value chain—an extensive network of activities spanning
design, production, marketing, logistics, and distribution—coordinates organizations
in delivering commercial products from conception to end-users. With heightened
global competition, these chains have evolved into global value chains (GVCs),
which now serve as critical platforms for generating economic power and
geopolitical influence.

For the Islamic Republic of Iran, strategically managing dependence within GVCs
presents an opportunity to align with the principles of resistance economics. By
adopting an endogenous development approach while maintaining outward
engagement, Iran can mitigate the economic penetration of dominant systems and
leverage GVC participation to enhance its global economic performance.

This study employed a library research method to analyze emergent GVC concepts
and their synthesis with resistance economics. It examines how leadership and
governance structures in GVCs determine economic power and influence over
nations. The paper concluded by proposing a tripartite strategic framework to: (1)
strengthen Iran’s economic agency within GVCs, (2) reduce vulnerability to external
influence, and (3) harness GVCs as tools for sustainable economic resilience.
Keywords: Global Value Chains, Economic Penetration, Dependency Management,
Economic Power, Resistance Economics.
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