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Upper tusks of Choerolophodon Pentelici from Turolian of Maragheh
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Abstract

Late Miocene fossiferous layers of Maragheh in North West of Iran yielding a few numbers of species belonging to proboscideans.
The bone beds of Maragheh is one of the known Upper Miocene faunas (7.5-9 my) and its paleoecology and paleogeography is worth
to study because of its similarity with other Savanna-like Turolian mammals faunas located in Europe. In this short study some upper
tusks attributed to Choerolophodon Pentelici, elephantimorph proboscideans, are highlited. The morphology permits the
attribution to Choerolophodon since the upper tusks are strongly curved and double-twisted, and turns inwards at the tip, lack
an enamel band and having oval to circular cross-section. Cherolophodon was well distributed during the Miocene in Eurasia
and already known from the late Miocene of Iran
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