——F"

- 4:"4 +
Essays in Philosophy and Kalam KA P 9 dadd 55 by Hlis

HomePage: https:/jphilosophy.um.ac.ir/ Vol. 57, No. 2: Issue 115, Autumn & Winter 2025-2026, p.207-235

Online ISSN: 2538-4171 Print ISSN: 2008-9112
Receive Date: 19-04-2025 Revise Date: 10-06-2025 Accept Date: 12-07-2025
DOI:_10.22067/epk.2025.91538.1435 Atrticle type: Original

An Analysis of the Meaning of Life and Its Relationship to Salvation in
the Thought of Allameh Jafari

Mohammad Khazaei , Ph.D. Student in Teaching Islamic Studies, Faculty of Theology and Islamic Studies, Ferdowsi
University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran.

Dr. Vahideh Fakhar Nogha.ni (corresponding Author), Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Faculty of
Theology and Islamic Studies, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran

Email: fakhar@um.ac.ir

Dr. Seyyed Hossein SeyyedMousavi, Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Faculty of Theology and
Islamic Studies, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran

Abstract

This article examines the meaning of life and its relationship to salvation from the perspective of Allameh Muhammad-
Taqi ]afari, one of the leading Islamic philosophers and thinkers. The aim of the study is to elucidate and analyze the
deep interconnection between these two foundational concepts in his thought, in which human life is defined as
transcending material existence and directed toward perfection and eternal felicity. The methodology of this study is
analytical, based on an examination of]afari’s writings and philosophical positions in which he addresses concepts such
as life’s purposiveness, human free will, and their link to salvation. The key findings indicate that, in ]afari’s view, the
meaning of life lies in the human being’s conscious movement toward spiritual growth and nearness to God. Salvation,
as the final destination of this trajectory, is the outcome of free and responsible human choices made in harmony with
one’s divine nature (fitrah). Emphasis on rationality and self-awareness as essential means for attaining this goal is
among the notable features of his perspectivei Ultimately, the study concludes that, in ]afari’s thought, the meaning of
life and salvation are inseparable concepts that operate within a reciprocal process: the search for meaning leads the
human being toward salvation, and salvation constitutes the ultimate realization of life’s true meaning. This view calls
the human being to reflect upon their existential identity and responsibilities.
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