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Abstract

In many verses of the Quran, such as Al-Bagarah: 221, Al-Ahzab: 73, Al-Fath: 6, Al-Hajj: 31, and Yusuf: 106,
the term "mushrik" appears. Almost all interpreters have interpreted it as being associated with sharing the
Divine Truth and someone who commits "shirk"”, presenting a negative connotation. In mystical interpretations
of the Holy Quran, such as Tafsir al-Quran al-Azim by Tostari, Lateyef al-Isharat by Qushayri, and Kashf-al-
Asrar by Meybodi, this term is also presented with a negative meaning. Although the interpretation Hagaiq al-
Quran, an unfinished work by Ain al-Qudat Hamadani, has not reached us, his other works, namely Tamhidat
and Letters, are filled with mystical interpretations of verses and hadiths. In these latter two works, he refers to
verse 106 of Surah Yusuf, "And most of them do not believe in Allah except while they associate others with
Him", and provides a mystical interpretation of the term "mushrik" with a completely positive connotation. In
this study, the authors aim to analyze Ain al-Qudat Hamadani's mystical interpretation of this verse and his novel
perspective on Shirk and its connection to Infidelity and Poverty.
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Introduction

Interpretation is the discipline concerned with explaining and elucidating the verses of the Qur’an, a practice
that, according to historical accounts, dates back to the time of the Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him)
and was originally conducted in Arabic. Following the Prophet’s passing, the responsibility of interpreting the
Qur’anic text fell to his Companions (sahaba), their successors (tabi‘in), and scholars well-versed in the
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intricacies of the Arabic language and Islamic teachings. In the Persian-speaking world, Qur’anic interpretation
gained prominence almost simultaneously with its translation into Persian. Over time, mystics and Sufi thinkers
began to approach the Qur’an through a spiritual and esoteric lens, producing profound and insightful works
rooted in their mystical worldview.

Among the many Qur’anic verses that contain the term “mushrik” (polytheist or one who associates partners
with God), most exegetes, both traditional and mystical, have interpreted it negatively, viewing it as a reference
to those who commit shirk, i.e., associating others with the Divine. One such verse is: “And most of them do not
believe in God except while they associate others with Him” (Yusuf/106). In both non-mystical and mystical
tafsir literature prior to ‘Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani, the term “shirk” in this verse was consistently interpreted in a
condemnatory sense. However, ‘Ayn al-Qudat, in his writings, offers a radically different and spiritually
nuanced interpretation of this verse, one that diverges not only from mainstream exegetical traditions but also
from the mystical commentaries of his predecessors. His unique perspective merits close attention and scholarly
reflection.

Review of Literature
Research conducted on the interpretation of Qur'anic verses in the works of ‘Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani includes:
“The Status of the Qur’an and Its Interpretation in the Tamhidat of ‘Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani” by Arab and
Modarresi (2011), and “Interpretation of Qur'anic Verses in the Tamhidat” by Mirza'i and Norouzpour (2018).
In the first study, the authors examine ‘Ayn al-Qudat’s methods of employing Qur'anic verses, his mystical
interpretive approaches, and his exegesis of the disjointed letters (hurtf muqatta‘at) of the Qur’an; however, they
make no reference to verse 106 of Strat Yisuf. In the second study, the authors explore ‘Ayn al-Qudat’s
interpretive methods in the Tamhidat, categorizing them into types such as interpretation based on lexical
ambiguity, metaphorical interpretation of Qur'anic terms, synonymy within a unified semantic field, and so forth.
In the latter part of their study, they refer to verse 106 of Stirat Yaisuf, stating: “The discussion on the reality
of disbelief begins with a verse in which the term ‘shirk” appears” (Mirza'i & Norouzpour, 2018, p. 338). They
then address the views of Ibn ‘Arabi and Maybudi regarding this verse, writing that according to Ibn ‘Arabi, “wa
ma yu minu aktharuhum billah” refers to practical faith, while “illa wa hum mushrikiin” refers to objective faith;
and Maybudi considers the shirk in this verse to be minor shirk (shirk-e khafi) (cf. Mirza’i & Norouzpour, 2018,
p. 338). The authors not only fail to address ‘Ayn al-Qudat’s mystical interpretation of this verse and the
connection between kufr, fagr, and shirk in his thought, but they also interpret shirk negatively and in association
with kufr, in its conventional sense. They write: “Elsewhere, ‘Ayn al-Qudat also uses kufr in place of shirk,
speaking of an inner reality filled with kufr and misguidance rather than one tainted by shirk” (cf. ibid.). The
passage they refer to is a statement by ‘in al-Qudat in which he equates kufr with misguidance (ibid.).
Therefore, the authors of this study do not engage with ‘Ayn al-Qudat’s interpretation of the verse or his
conceptual linkage of shirk with kufr and faqr, whereas a thorough examination of his thought on this matter
would reveal his profound and innovative perspective on these terms.

Methodology

This study relied on library resources. The authors first examine verse 106 of Surah Yusuf as interpreted in both
mystical and non-mystical exegeses prior to the time of Ayn al-Qudat al-Hamadhani. Subsequently, they explore
Ayn al-Qudat’s innovative and original interpretation of shirk (polytheism) in the aforementioned verse.

Results

Unlike earlier non-mystical exegetical works such as Tafsir Mugatil ibn Sulayman, Tafsir al-Samargandi, and
al-Kashf wa al-Bayan by Tha‘labi Nishabiri, as well as mystical commentaries like Tafsir al-Qur’an al- ‘Azim
by Tustari, Laza if al-Isharat by Qushayri, and Kashf al-Asrar by Maybudi, ‘Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani offers a
positive and unconventional interpretation of the concept of shirk in the verse “And most of them do not believe
in Allah except while they associate others with Him” (Yasuf/106). He interprets shirk not as a deviation from
monotheism, but as a form of companionship with the Divine. According to ‘Ayn al-Qudat, the spiritual seeker,
after passing through various stages of disbelief, ultimately reaches the fourth and final stage kufr al-hagigah
(disbelief of truth) in which the self is annihilated in the essence of the Divine.

At this juncture, the state of fagr (spiritual poverty) reveals itself to the seeker. Drawing upon the prophetic
tradition “Poverty nearly leads to disbelief” (kada al-faqru an yakiina kufran), ‘Ayn al-Qudat regards fagr as a
union with the Divine and a station beyond disbelief. It is only after this stage, he asserts, that true iman (faith)
emerges, and the seeker becomes a metaphysical partner with the Divine. Thus, in his view, shirk is not a
negative concept but rather signifies the pinnacle of the seeker’s spiritual journey. This innovative interpretation
stems from ‘Ayn al-Qudat’s intellectual brilliance and is unprecedented in earlier exegetical literature.
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