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The position of students in the Mashhad branch of the MKO (1357-
1360)

Kobra Salehijavid, Hadi vakili"

Abstract
Understanding the composition and weight of social forces is one of the
important fields for understanding political and social developments. The

class base of actors in contemporary history, especially during the years
of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi's rule and the Islamic Revolution, underwent
changes such as the expansion of their circle and field of influence.
Among them, students have become highly important as part of the middle
elite and have become notable activists. Political groups and parties,
including the MKO, made great efforts to attract them. This research
seeks to answer the question of why students have been given special
attention by the MKO, including the Mashhad branch, and what are the
consequences of this group's presence in the MKO. The research findings
show that student capabilities such as not having to worry about
livelihood and being relatively free from livelihood responsibilities, desire
for political participation, student base and the MKO belonging to the
student environment and the continuity of this presence, as well as the
vitality and dynamism of this group were the main reasons that caused the
MKO to place a significant part of its organizational and performance
burden on them. This was visible in all the city branches of the MKO,
including Mashhad. For some reasons, the Mashhad branch of MKO had
an existence that was very dependent on its student members from
Bahman 1978 and even a little before that, until the end of its movements
in the military phase. The research method in this article is a descriptive-
analytical research method, based on documents, press, and books.
Keywords: MKO, Mashhad branch, organizational structure, students.
Political and military phase
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