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Article Info Abstract

Article type: The ratification of the Supplement to the Constitutional Law constitutes a
Scientific pivotal milestone in the evolution of the country’s judicial system. Prior to
the enactment of this document, in the context of the traditional judiciary, the
rights of the accused were routinely violated in various ways. Examples of

%;;;52%9 such violations included the absence of codified procedural laws, arbitrary
Received in revised form: establishment and conduct of courts, the concentration of power in the hands
2025/08/12 of individual judges, the lack of the principle of legality of crimes, arbitrary
Accepted: arrests, infringement upon the life, property, and freedom of defendants, the
2025/09/09 denial of access to legal counsel, and the impossibility of appealing judicial

decisions. By explicitly recognizing certain individual and structural rights of
defendants, the Supplement to the Constitutional Law represented a signifi-
Keywords: cant step toward transforming the country’s judicial system. The findings of
Constitutional ~ Revolution, thjs study indicate that the social group referred to as the “elites” played the
Supplement to the Constitu- most significant role in advancing judicial reforms. To such an extent that,

tional Law, during the late Qajar period and subsequently in the Pahlavi era, notable diver-
Rights of the Accused, Intel- gences emerged between the reforms implemented and the collective societal
lectuals, Clerics. conscience’s support for these new values.
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