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ABSTRACT

Background and Aim: Rural cooperatives, as one of the key
economic pillars, play an important role in creating balance and
sustainability in settlements, particularly in border areas. In light
of this, the present study examines the impact of border
residents’ cooperatives in the Dowlatkhaneh rural district on the
economic and social development of local communities.
Methodology: This applied research adopts a descriptive—
analytical approach. The statistical population includes 10
border villages located within 50 km of the Turkmenistan
border. A total of 77 household heads were randomly selected as
the study sample.

Results: Results indicate that border cooperatives have had a
positive effect on increasing income (coefficient: 0.4), creating
job opportunities (0.3), and diversifying income sources (0.25).
However, direct job creation showed the lowest impact, with an
average score of 2. Socially, these cooperatives have
strengthened social capital (2.7) and reduced migration (2.2),
though challenges such as smuggling (2.1) and limited access to
welfare services persist. The COPRAS model results also
revealed that Emam Qoli (rank 1) and Sheikh Kanlou (rank 2)
villages have benefited the most from these cooperatives.
Conclusion: order cooperatives have played a significant role in
raising income levels, reducing poverty, and enhancing social
capital. However, their effectiveness varies depending on
infrastructure,  government  support, and  community
participation. Promoting sustainable employment, providing
financial support, and improving welfare services are key
strategies to increase the impact of these cooperatives.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Cooperatives are a tool for increasing and
redistributing opportunities for participation
in social decision-making and cooperation
in development, benefiting from its effects.
In particular, public participation in various
planning for rural development is inevitable
because the implementation of any
development plan in villages will fail
without the direct and voluntary
cooperation and intervention of local
people. Active and spontaneous
participation of villagers also requires their
awareness of the outcome of development
plans. Governments provide a suitable
platform for people's participation in
various ways. Encouraging the formation
and development of cooperatives is one of
the solutions for the spontaneous
participation of local communities in the
development process. In general, since the
beginning of social life, humans have
succeeded in continuing their lives and
overcoming obstacles to their growth by
seeking help from cooperation and
cooperation. This was a simple approach at
first, but over time, with the expansion of
the socio-economic dimensions of life, it
has become more complex. In the realm of
economic  activities, the format and
organizational ~ structures  of  such
cooperations are called cooperative
companies. The cooperative sector, if it
removes obstacles and restrictions in the
field of production and employment,
improves the security coefficient of
domestic investment, and implements
support plans, can act as a hub for
economic  development in attracting
investment and creating  productive
employment and play a constructive role as
a strong socio-economic arm in the service
of the government and society. Considering
the location of the Bajigaran district of
Quchan county in the border region,
attention should be paid to the socio-
economic opportunities arising from the
markets and cooperatives of border
residents in these areas so that if necessary,
necessary revisions can be made to increase
effectiveness and efficiency. Because the
border villages of the Bajigaran district of
Quchan county mainly have many

transactions in the socio-economic sector
using border exchanges, these activities
may not have contributed significantly to
the endogenous development of this district
and have not left the desired effects.
Although this part of the Iranian villages,
which is located at a border point, is
deprived mainly due to its distance from the
center of the province, this deprivation has
mainly led to the weakening of the socio-
economic sectors. Therefore, given the
emphasis of the country's economic
policymakers on the need to use more of
the capacities of the cooperative sector and,
on the other hand, the need for balanced
development of different regions of the
country, the importance and effective role
of border cooperatives in socio-economic
development is well felt. Accordingly, to
examine the impact of border cooperatives
in the villages of the studied district on the
socio-economic  development of the
villagers, it was designed and organized.
Thus, the present study seeks to answer the
key question of to what extent the
formation and activities of border
cooperatives have been able to affect the
socio-economic  development of the
villagers of Dolatkhaneh Rural District.

Methodology

This study is applied in terms of purpose
and is descriptive-analytical in terms of
implementation method. The research is
considered quantitative. Library and survey
methods were used to collect data. Using
the library method, relevant sources were
studied and reviewed in relation to the
subject, and relevant indicators and items
were identified. The independent variable
in the study includes the performance of
cooperatives, and the dependent variable
includes  socio-economic  development,
which were studied through indicators
extracted from theoretical literature.

Results and discussion

Border cooperatives seem to be one of the
solutions for using the locational advantage
of these areas for the benefit of local and
regional development. Cooperatives
stabilize society and create employment in
border areas, and security is more
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significant in these areas. With increasing
levels of education and training and
understanding of cooperative principles, the
motivation for membership increases, and
thus, ultimately, with increasing member
participation, the amount of capital in
cooperatives increases. More appropriate
use of border exchanges to implement
government policies, redirecting border
residents' activities from smuggling goods
to healthy trade, enabling the adequate
supply of food and essential goods in
border areas, facilitating the provision of
basic needs in remote and border areas,
preventing migration and stopping the
evacuation of the population of these areas,
improving the livelihood of the people of
the district by providing them with income,
border residents taking advantage of the
benefits of the Border Exchanges Law,
uniting border residents' organizations,
combating food price increases and
inflation due to the shortage of supply in
these areas, diversifying individuals'
incomes and reducing their vulnerability to
dependence on agriculture or animal
husbandry, and creating a spirit of
cooperation and collaboration among
minorities living in border areas.

Conclusion

The results of this study show that cross-
border cooperatives, as a tool for socio-
economic development, have played an
effective role in increasing income,
reducing poverty, creating job
opportunities, and improving social capital.
Nevertheless, the impact of these
cooperatives in different regions has varied
depending on infrastructure conditions,
government support, and the level of public
participation. From an economic
perspective, the findings show that

increasing  household  income  and
diversifying job opportunities are among
the most important benefits of cross-border
cooperatives. However, direct job creation
remains a challenge, as many job
opportunities created are short-term and not
sustainable enough. Increasing investment
in cooperative-related industries, providing
financial support to local entrepreneurs, and
creating export opportunities are effective
strategies for strengthening the economy of
these regions. In the social sphere, findings
show that border cooperatives have been
able to help improve the social situation of
border areas by strengthening social capital,
preventing migration, and increasing public
participation. Regardless, problems such as
high smuggling rates and insufficient access
to welfare services remain among the main
challenges. Appropriate policies in the field
of social security, development of
educational and health facilities, and
increasing public awareness about the role
of cooperatives are among the suggested
solutions to reduce these problems.
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