Jurisdictional Analysis of the Physical Rights of the Fetus in Ceremonial Delivery

Abstract

Background and Objective: Sometimes, parents wish to register the birth of their child
on a specific date, leading them to request early delivery without a valid medical reason.
From a medical perspective, intervening in the timing of delivery poses risks and
complications for the fetus. This raises the question of whether it is justifiable to endanger
the life and health of the fetus for the sake of a ceremonial delivery.

Methods: To obtain a religious ruling on ceremonial delivery, considering the physical
rights of the fetus, a library and document-based information gathering method was
employed, alongside a descriptive-analytical approach to thoroughly examine the various
aspects of the issue.

Findings: Changing the delivery date to coincide with specific occasions can severely
jeopardize the "right to life" and "right to health" of the fetus, resulting in serious health
consequences.

Conclusion: The findings indicate that altering the delivery date poses significant dangers
to the fetus. Parents cannot choose their preferred birth date at the expense of the health
and life of the fetus, thus causing harm to its physical integrity. Therefore, changing the
delivery date to align with special occasions is impermissible due to its conflict with
medical and jurisprudential principles.

Keywords: Delivery, fetus, right to health, right to life, medical jurisprudence.
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