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Abstract:

From antiquity through the medieval Islamic period, Kish Island functioned as one of the most
important centers of Iran’s economic and commercial engagement with the wider world. Islamic
historical and geographical sources up to the seventh century AH show that Kish was not only a
major maritime trade hub, but also a vital link connecting Iran’s southern ports with the Arabian
Peninsula, India, and East Africa. Between the third and fifth centuries AH, Kish reached a peak
of prosperity due to its strategic geographical position, relative security at sea, and the presence
of Iranian and Arab merchants. Geographers such as Ibn Hawqal, al-Meqaddast, and al-Istakhr1
describe the island as possessing active markets, a well-organized economic system, and
advanced maritime facilities. Key economic activities included pearl fishing and the trade of
spices, textiles, precious metals, and luxury goods, which together generated significant wealth
and regional influence. Beyond its economic role, Kish also held cultural and civilizational
importance. As a crossroads between the eastern and western Islamic worlds, it facilitated the
exchange of scholars, artistic traditions, and religious ideas, strengthening intellectual and cultural
ties across regions. Politically, until the seventh century AH, Kish largely remained under the
control or influence of Iranian dynasties, especially the Buyids and their local allies. In this
capacity, it served as Iran’s principal maritime and economic base in the Persian Gulf. Overall,
historical and archaeological evidence confirms that Kish’s sustained prosperity established it as
a cornerstone of Iran’s maritime economy and a major pillar of international trade in the Persian
Gulf.

Keywords: Kish, Persian Gulf, maritime trade, early Islamic centuries, Pearl fishing
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