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Abstract

The Holy Prophet and Imam Ali (PBUT) are two pivots of the universe. Among the
educational needs of contemporary man is access to standard methods of education.
This article has examined educational methods employed in the Holy Prophet’s
conduct. Accordingly, through the analytic-descriptive method in the study of Imam
Ali (PBUH)’s Nahj al-Balagha, methods such as setting an example; refusing to
shirk and almost distressing oneself; taking the lead, as the Holy Prophet did, in
abstention from the worldly as well as in battles; a need-based attitude; modesty and
being a people person; moderation; and attention to educating individuals as well as
groups of people were found to be educational methods grounded in the Holy
Prophet (PBUH)’s conduct .

Keywords: conduct, education, the Holy Prophet (PBUH), Imam Ali (PBUH), Nahj
al-Balagha.

Introduction

Discovering the characteristics and virtues of each of the two personalities — the
Holy Prophet (peace be upon him and his progeny) and the Commander of the
Faithful, Imam Ali (peace be upon him) — through the mirror of the other's words
has a unique sweetness and freshness and paves the way for numerous benefits.
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What we seek in this article is to examine the methods present in the educational
conduct (Sira) of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him and his progeny) based on
the noble book Nahj al-Balagha.

The explanation is that, according to what researchers in education have stated,
the general structure of modern education is based on the assumption that humans
are sentient beings possessing language and civilization, but metaphysical and
spiritual aspects are absent in their lives. Thus, all hypotheses, theories, scientific
models, and scientific recommendations in the field of education are the result of the
assumptions and presuppositions of modernity, among the most important of which
is the rejection, neglect, or denial of the spiritual and metaphysical aspects of
human beings

Despite all the efforts made in educational sciences in the West, research
conducted in Western societies shows that this manner of education has encountered
problems in implementation. This research indicates a rising trend in moral
deviations, especially among adolescents and youth. Reports from the World Health
Organization also indicate high statistics of violence and other moral deviations in
various countries, including the United States. In the United States, various moral
deviations nearly doubled from 1980 to 1994, with increased use of various
narcotics, commission of various crimes, etc., being manifestations of these
moral abnormalities.

Some researchers have critically examined three of the most famous theories of
moral education in light of the viewpoint of Allamah Tabatabai (may God have
mercy on him) on this subject. From the perspective of these researchers, the main
flaw of these three theories — namely the cognitive-developmental approach, the care
approach, and character education — is their emptiness of religious faith and,
consequently, their secular nature, which causes these approaches to lack
any guarantee.

The present article seeks to examine the educational methods in the Prophet's

conduct based on the book Nahj al-Balagha. of enforcement.

Materials & Methods

What we seek in this article through the analytic-descriptive method is to examine
the methods present in the educational conduct (Sira) of the Holy Prophet (peace be
upon him and his progeny) based on the noble book Nahj al-Balagha.
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Accordingly, it is believed that retrieving sublime methods in the field of
education based on the Prophetic conduct (Sira) is an important matter for
remedying the deficiencies in research conducted in the Western world. In the noble
book Nahj al-Balagha, given its educational nature and the numerous references to
the conduct of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him and his progeny), a clear
picture of the methods of the Prophet's educational conduct can be obtained.

Discussion & Result

One of the methods employed in the educational methodology of the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him and his progeny) was the method of role-modeling.
In his own education, through his constructive behavior and influential character,
and through the mastery he had established over his own self, he was recognized as
a definitive and accepted role model for society.

The Commander of the Faithful, Imam Ali (peace be upon him), considered the
most important criterion for a person becoming a role model and being accepted as
such, to be that individual's pioneering initiative.

In this sermon, Imam Ali (peace be upon him) states that the reason for the
Prophet (peace be upon him and his progeny) being a paradigm and role model was
his character, for he intensely shunned the worldly life and was a pioneer and
forerunner for all in turning away from and not desiring the world, and he
demonstrated this importantly in his thought, actions, and speech.

He was not only a pioneer in turning away from the world, but he was also a role
model even in war and battle. Evidence for this is his pioneering and leading from
the front in battling the enemy, a scene which is again depicted in the Nahj al-
Balagha of the Commander of the Faithful, Imam Ali (peace be upon him).

One of the characteristics the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his
progeny) considered in his educational methodology and observed in all his
educational processes was the principle of not being negligent and proceeding to the
point of hardship in the matter of education. This matter played a decisive role in the
educational perspective and methodology of the Prophet (peace be upon him and
his progeny).

The methodology of the Prophet Muhammad in education was always based on
the middle path and in line with being a median community (Ummatan Wasatan).

According to the statement of the Commander of the Faithful, Imam Ali (peace

be upon him), the Prophet was needs-based in the matter of education. He did not
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consider education to mean merely that the truth was spoken and an ultimate proof
was established, without considering the requirements and circumstances of the
audience and then leaving them to themselves.

One of the most important principles in education is that the person being
educated accepts the educator as their mentor and places themselves under
their tutelage.

In addition to the necessity of the Prophet's attention to the general education of

the people, he was also not neglectful of the private education of individuals.

Conclusion

1. Nahj al-Balagha of the Commander of the Faithful, Imam Ali (peace be upon
him), represents a significant source for elucidating the Prophetic
methodology (Sira). Given the abundance of Imam Ali's statements
concerning the Prophet's conduct in various political, military, security, and
social aspects—and particularly regarding his educational methodology—it

serves as an illuminating guide.

2. Being a pioneer, and persevering in education to the point of hardship without
negligence, are crucial methods; without them, true education will not occur.
From the perspective of the Commander of the Faithful, Imam Ali (peace be
upon him), as found in Nahj al-Balagha, these methods are evident in the
educational conduct of the Prophet.

3. Other methods employed in the educational methodology of the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him and his progeny), from the viewpoint of the
Commander of the Faithful, Imam Ali (peace be upon him) in Nahj al-
Balagha, include: role-modeling, being needs-based, moderation, humility and
closeness to the people, and attention to the private education of individuals

and grassroots community circles.
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