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Abstract

The central question of this study concerns the status and evolution of literary-
historical articles published in The Journal of the Faculty of Letters and
Humanities, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad from its inception in 1965 to 2024.
To address this question, and based on a descriptive—analytical method, the study
first examines the journal’s management structure. The editor-in-chief, managing
director, and editorial board are identified as the key policy-makers who determine
the journal’s intellectual orientation. In the second part, the periods of the journal’s
publication are classified according to extra-textual factors and internal institutional
changes. With some flexibility, each decade within the examined timeframe may
be regarded as one period. This section demonstrates the frequency and distribution
of literary-historical articles within each period. The next issue investigated is the
methodological approaches adopted by the authors of these articles. Seven main
approaches are identified: documentary—descriptive, documentary—analytical,
comparative, generic, discourse-analytic, theoretical, and reception-based literary
historiography. The study further explores the thematic domains in which the
authors have addressed literary-historical questions. Nine principal domains have
been identified: biographical, epic, mystical, extra-textual studies, typology,
comparative studies, tazkira research, modern literature, folk literature, and
theorization. Finally, the study evaluates changes in the degree of scholarly
attention devoted to these domains across the examined decades.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Since the publication of the first issue of the Journal of the Faculty of Letters and
Humanities, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad in 1965 (1344 SH), sixty years have
passed—years profoundly marked by social, political, and intellectual
transformations that have inevitably shaped the theoretical and methodological
landscape of literary scholarship in Iran. These contextual changes have altered both
the quantity and quality of research produced within academic journals. The present
study seeks to explore how, within this long trajectory, literary-historical articles—
defined as studies approaching literature through historical lenses and contexts—
have evolved in the journal now known as New Literary Studies. The central research
question asks: What has been the status and transformation of literary-historical
articles in this publication from its inception to 2024, both quantitatively and
qualitatively?

The investigation also examines secondary but interrelated questions: How have
editorial policies and institutional settings influenced the frequency and subjects of
such articles? What research approaches and theoretical standpoints have scholars
adopted? And in what thematic domains have their studies been concentrated?
Because the Journal of the Faculty of Letters and Humanities is among the oldest
and most academically prestigious Iranian journals in literary studies, and because
its editorial boards have consistently consisted of leading academics, this analysis
considers the journal a representative microcosm of Iran’s scholarly elite in literary
research. Consequently, the patterns identified are interpreted as symptomatic of
broader intellectual developments in Iranian literary historiography.

2. Methodology

The study employs a descriptive—analytical method, combining quantitative
bibliometric mapping with qualitative content analysis. All issues of the journal—
from its first volume in 1344 SH to issue no. 227 (Winter 1403 SH)—were manually
examined. Each article with a demonstrable historical approach to literature—
whether focused on an author, a genre, a literary movement, or external
socio-cultural determinants affecting literary creation—was extracted and
categorized.

Three principal variables guided the analysis: (1) editorial management and
institutional changes, (2) writers’ methodological orientation, and (3) the thematic
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area of literary-historical inquiry. The publication trajectory was periodized into
seven historical phases, generally aligned with Iranian social and scholarly epochs:
the 1960s, 1970s, 1980s, 1990s, 2000s, 2010s, and the initial years of the 2020s.
Quantitative frequencies of historical articles in each phase were recorded to trace
diachronic fluctuations, while qualitative trends in research orientation and subject
matter were interpreted using discourse-historical reading.

Particular attention was also paid to editorial leadership—managing editors,
chief editors, and members of the editorial board—whose intellectual inclinations
are assumed to have influenced the journal’s thematic and methodological directions.
By incorporating managerial chronology, the study connects extra-textual factors
(administrative and ideological) with the inner dynamics of scholarly production,
following an integrated historiographic model that treats the journal’s evolution as
both institutionally and discursively conditioned.

3. Discussion

The findings reveal seven discernible periods, each marked by specific editorial and
intellectual characteristics.

Phase 1 (1965-1969) represents the journal’s formative years, when literary
historiography adhered to the traditional, text-centered, and descriptive paradigms
inherited from pioneers such as Forouzanfar and Eghbal-Ashtiyani. Despite being
organizationally new, the high frequency of literary-historical pieces (39 in total)
illustrates the vitality of historical perspectives in Iranian philology at that time.

Phase II (1970-1977) sustains similar tendencies, though gradually incorporating
comparative and biographical essays influenced by academic contacts with Western
scholarship, particularly under editors such as Zarrinkoob and Hadidi.

Phase III (1980s) corresponds with the revolutionary and wartime era, during which
the publication temporarily declined and literary-historical writing sharply
decreased (only eight articles). The dominant intellectual discourse shifted toward
ideological and religious themes, rendering historical contextualization of literature
less relevant to the politico-academic climate.

Phase IV (1990s) marks a revival facilitated by the post-war cultural reconstruction.
Translation movements and methodological borrowing from Western humanities
introduced notions of theory and comparative analysis; consequently, the number
of historical articles increased, showing a balanced diversification of subjects—epic
and mystical literature becoming central foci.

Phase V (2000s) brought both expansion and saturation. Editorial transparency
improved—the names of editors and board members were explicitly announced—
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and the journal reached the highest frequency of literary-historical studies
(44 articles). The decade also witnessed thematic broadening: issues of modem
literature, biography, intertextuality, and external sociocultural variables gained
scholarly visibility. Nevertheless, the emergence of bureaucratic pressures for
publication as an administrative necessity gradually transformed research motives
from intellectual curiosity to institutional compulsion.

Phase VI (2010s) represents specialization—the journal was renamed
Jostarha-ye Adabi (Literary Inquiries) and became the official outlet of the
Department of Persian Language and Literature. Despite improving scholarly
standards and international collaborations, the phenomenon of “article
manufacturing” and the inflation of graduate publications led to uneven quality. The
most frequent methodological trends were documentary-descriptive and
documentary-analytical, while advanced theoretical approaches (genre theory,
discourse analysis, reception theory) remained marginal.

Phase VII (2020-2024) indicates both continuities and emerging challenges.
Quantitatively, nineteen literary-historical papers were published in three years,
suggesting the sustained relevance of historical perspectives amid the growing turn
toward digital humanities. Qualitatively, themes of epic, mystical, folk, and
genre-based historiography prevailed, demonstrating persistent attachment to
classical literature. Conversely, the area of contemporary literature declined for
two consecutive periods, implying a reorientation of New Literary Studies toward
classical rather than modern Iranian literary heritage.

Across all periods, seven methodological orientations were identified: (1)
documentary—descriptive, (2) documentary—analytical, (3) comparative, (4)
genre-historical, (5) discourse-analytic, (6) theoretical, and (7) reception-historical.
The first two dominate overwhelmingly (together exceeding 70% of all samples). In
terms of subject matter, ten thematic domains prevailed—biographical, epic,
mystical, socio-cultural/extratextual inquiry, typological studies, comparative
analysis, tazkira research, modern literature, folk literature, and theoretical
historiography—with the first five forming the stable nucleus of Iranian
literary-historical study.

These data collectively illustrate the movement of literary historiography in Iran
from philological traditionalism toward methodological pluralism, though not yet
reaching theoretical innovation. The persistence of descriptive and biographical
modes alongside slow incorporation of analytic and comparative frameworks
signifies both the endurance and limitations of Iranian literary-historical
consciousness.
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4. Conclusion

The sixty-year trajectory of literary-historical articles in the Journal of New Literary
Studies reflects the intertwined evolution of Iranian academic culture, editorial
policy, and historical consciousness within literary research. Quantitatively, peaks
in the 1970s, 2000s, and 2010s correspond to eras of institutional stabilization and
scholarly openness; troughs in the 1980s and early 1990s coincide with political
turbulence and paradigm displacement. Qualitatively, while the journal has
progressively absorbed newer methodologies—comparative criticism, discourse
analysis, and interdisciplinary perspectives—the analytical depth and theoretical
ambition of articles remain limited compared to the breadth of their documentary
scope.

The dominance of descriptive—-documentary modes suggests a continued reliance
on positivist historiography rather than interpretive, theory-driven analysis.
Thematically, literary historians have prioritized classical domains—epic, mystical,
and biographical—while giving less sustained attention to contemporary literature
and popular culture. Yet the recent emergence of genre studies and attention to
extra-textual factors reveals potential for renewal in Iranian literary historiography.

Looking forward, strengthening the theoretical dimension of historical
research—especially integration with genre theory, narrative historiography, and
digital humanities—appears essential. The future of literary-historical inquiry in Iran
depends on reconciling meticulous documentation with conceptual innovation,
thereby transforming the Journal of New Literary Studies from a repository of
academic record into a platform for advancing historiographic theory.
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