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ABSTRACT

Bystander intervention refers to the police-like
intervention of ordinary individuals present at a
crime scene; as in the operation of "citizen's arrest
(Dastgiri-e Shahrvandi)", observing citizens take
action to detain perpetrators of a crime. This
research, using a survey method and a researcher-
made questionnaire, seeks to gauge the attitudes
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had the greatest impact: the bystander’s lack of awareness regarding the
choice of reaction type, hope for intervention by other individuals present at
the crime scene, fear of blame from others, the insignificance of the crime
subject, and fear of injury. In contrast, fear of being reprimanded by the police
and the insignificance of the victim’s fate due to them being a stranger had
the least impact. The inferential findings also indicate that in the attitude of
these individuals, there is a significant correlation between these factors and
the type of crime; such that, for example, in the crime of "distribution of
synthetic narcotics," fear of injury and fear of blame from others are the most
important factors for non-intervention in apprehending offenders. Furthermore,
a significant relationship was observed between non-intervention and the type
of academic field, such that only students from the Faculty of Law showed a
greater sense of civic participation in this regard. In contrast, no significant
correlation was observed between the variables of non-intervention and the
level of education and marital status.

Keywords: Bystander Non-Intervention, Citizen's Arrest, Crime Scene,
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Funding:

The author(s) received no financial support (funding, grants, and sponsorship) for the
research, authorship, and/or publication of this article.

Author contributions:
[Abdolreza Javan Jafari: Conceptualization, Resources, Data Curation, Supervision.
Sayyed Mehdi Seyedzadeh Sani: Methodology, Resources, Data Curation, Supervision.

Parizad Kavousi Khasraghi: Software, Formal Analysis, Investigation, Resources,
Writing - Original Draft, Writing - Review & Editing.

Mohammad Norouzi: Software, Formal Analysis, Investigation, Resources, Writing -
Original Draft, Writing - Review & Editing.

Competing interests: The authors declare that they have no competing interests.

Citation:

Javan Jafari, Abdolreza, Sayyed Mehdi Seyedzadeh Sani, Parizad Kavousi Khasraghi
& Mohammad Norouzi. “Reasons for the Decreased Inclination of Citizens to Apprehend
Offenders (Case Study: Male Students at Ferdowsi University of Mashhad)”. Journal of Legal
[Research, 24, no. 64 (January 5, 2026), 161-190.

162



163

Journal of Legal Research: V. 24, No. 64, Winter 2026

[Extended Abstract]

The weakness of criminal justice in confronting crime has created grounds for
the cooperation of ordinary individuals in programs stemming from criminal
policy. Involving citizens in these programs implies that, in addition to
proactive measures, citizens will also play an important role in responding to
crimes. This participation is, in fact, a kind of retreat from the approaches and
principles of an authoritarian police force, the result of which is the prevention
of and reaction to crimes based on the principle of civic interaction. The type
and extent of citizen participation with criminal justice institutions are closely
related to the prevailing culture and criminal system in society. In the Iranian
legal system, the legislator, in Note 1 of Article 45 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure, has delegated the authority of “judicial officers” (zabetin) to
citizens to prevent the escape of perpetrators of certain crimes. Thus, "citizen's
arrest", which means the detention of a suspect by ordinary individuals who
have witnessed the commission of a crime, is a more concrete manifestation of
this participation in the Iranian legal system. The legislator’s criterion in this
provision for delegating police-like authority to citizens has been a specific
type and amount of punishment, and this encompasses a wide range of criminal
offenses. In fact, the legislator in Note 1 of Article 45 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure has stated that if the crimes subject to clauses (a), (b), (c), and (d) of
Article 302 of this law occur flagrantly (mashhud), in the absence of judicial
officers, all citizens may take the necessary actions to prevent the escape of the
perpetrator. In this provision, citizens are presumed to be jurists who know in
detail the crimes warranting these punishments, whereas the identification of
these crimes is difficult even for experts. Since a corrupt effect of the mentioned
provision could be that bystanders make mistakes in identifying crimes and
incur legal and criminal liabilities such as unlawful detention, kidnapping,
and battery, this may reduce their willingness to intervene. Furthermore, the
indifference and unwillingness of bystanders to intervene have attracted the
attention of specialists in psychology and social sciences, and numerous theories
have been proposed in this regard. Thus, these scholars have sought to ascertain
what situational and positional factors exist that, by influencing the decisions of
bystanders, prevent their intervention. Generally, in addition to the economic,
social, and cultural conditions of society, the indifference of bystanders can be
attributed to the absence or weakening of individuals’ empathetic feelings.
Based on these foundations, various theories regarding the avoidance of
intervention by citizens who have witnessed a crime have been proposed; such
that it is said that "situational ambiguity," "social indifference," "diffusion of
responsibility," "evaluation apprehension," and "the social relationship between
the bystander and the victim" influence the intervention or non-intervention of




Abdolreza Javan Jafari, Reasons for the Decreased ...

bystanders. Additionally, it is hypothetically assumed that fear of injury will
reduce bystanders’ willingness to intervene. This research, while examining the
level of citizens’ awareness of the contents of this note, gauges their attitude
towards factors reducing individual inclination to detain offenders. Thus, the
main research question is whether citizens, considering the contents of Note
1 of Article 45 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, will take action to detain
offenders, or whether they undertake such action based on morality and without
awareness of the legal regulations. Also, in case of avoidance of intervention,
how is the influence of the factors for avoiding intervention, namely "situational
ambiguity," "social indifference," "diffusion of responsibility," etc., on this
reluctance? This article, to answer these questions, has used a descriptive/
survey method and the tool of a questionnaire. To this end, a researcher-
made questionnaire was designed and distributed at Ferdowsi University of
Mashhad. The statistical population of this research is 10,521 male students
of the faculties of Ferdowsi University of Mashhad in the first semester of the
2023-2024 academic year, and its sample size, using the Cochran formula at a
95% confidence level, equals 380 students. In the items of this questionnaire,
various scales of minor and serious crimes have been designed to ascertain the
level of police-like participation of bystanders to detain perpetrators of these
criminal acts and the degree to which this cooperation is influenced by barriers
to intervention. These scales, in order from clauses (a) to (h), include the
police-like intervention of bystanders to prevent the escape of: "mobile phone
snatchers, murderers, armed muggers, armed thieves who collectively steal car
equipment at night, a fleeing at-fault driver in an accident, highway robbers,
assailants on women’s honor, and distributors of narcotics." Thus, the statistical
sample was asked to specify whether, when encountering each of these crimes,
they would intervene to prevent the perpetrator’s escape, and in case of non-
intervention, to state their reason. Also, the degree to which the possibility of
legal intervention in each of these scales is presupposed has been studied.
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