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1. articulation

2. floating signifiers

3. Master Signifier

4. chain of equivalence
5. contingent
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Abstract
This study, employing a discourse analysis method and the theoretical
framework of Ernesto Laclau and Chantal Mouffe to examine the discursive
transition from a state based on Sunni jurisprudence to one based on Sufism
(mysticism) during the Seljuq and Ilkhanid eras. The transformation is
analyzed through the efforts of prominent theorists such as Khwaja Nizam
al-Mulk and Imam Mohammad Ghazali in Iran, and particularly Mawlana
Jalal al-Din Rumi in the spiritual-political center of Konya. In the first phase
of the Seljuq reign, the discourse of Sunni jurisprudence achieved hegemony
with the structural support from the power institution, serving as a tool for
religious legitimation and the suppression of Shiite rivals, especially the
Ismailis. This process advanced through the establishment of a network of
Nizamiye schools and the compilation of political-jurisprudential texts such
as Siyasatnamas (Books of Government). However, following the Mongol
invasion and the collapse of traditional structures, the inability of Sunni
jurisprudence to respond to the deep spiritual, psychological, and social
needs of society created conditions for the dominance of Sufi discourse. This
discourse solidified its hegemony by relying on signifiers of interiority
(batin), tolerance, and humanism, and through the influence of muystics
within various layers of the power institution. The analysis of this study
indicates that this transition was the result of a complex dialectical process
involving historical imperatives (such as military crises), social factors (the
need for collective spirituality), and cultural tendencies (a desire for religious
flexibility). By presenting analyses based on historical data, this research
explicates the mechanisms of this transformation and its long-term impacts
on the power structure.
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