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A preliminary study of flora of Cheshmeh Sabz area in Golmakan, Khorassan Razavi province
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The floristic study of an area is valuable and essential in botany and ecology. Cheshmeh Sabz area is located in the northern
slopes of Binalood Mountain range, 50 km west of Mashhad, Khorassan Razavi province. The elevation range is1600-3000 m
a.s.l. and the mean annual precipitation is 300 mm. A natural lake in the center of the area makes suitable habitats and conditions
for a rich flora, ecotourism, horticulture and livestock. Plant specimens were collected from a ca. 1000 ha area in the growing
season 2015. Identification of standard herbarium specimens showed preliminary existence of 310 species, belonging to 206
genera and 53 plant families. The richest family is Asteraceae (35 species) and the genera Polygonum and Galium (each with 6
species) are the most polymorphic ones. According to Raunkaier’s classification of life forms, hemicryptophytes and therophytes
are the dominant ones. Chorological analysis showed that the majority of species belong to the Irano-Turanian region. More
effective protection practices are needed to conserve the plant biodiversity of the area in the Binalood mountains.

Key words: Biodiversity, Life form, Chorology, Khorassan- Kopet Dagh

254 |Page



